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Parables Bookshelf - Series 2.11.1

Series 2 of the Parables Bookshelf contains a variety of writings covering a
wide range of topics related to the Kingdom of God. These writings origi-
nally appeared as posts on the Heart4God website, or the Parables Blog, both
of which are the websites of Bible teacher Joseph Herrin.
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Gospel Chemistry

I have had it upon my mind to write this article
for a number of years. The thoughts expressed
here first began to take seed in my mind back in
2003 as I was writing the book The Mark of the
Beast. Of all the books I have written thus far,
this one was the one most marked by a spirit of
revelation as I wrote. The book followed the
most severe spiritual trial of my life, one that
was attended by great pain, a pain that was ex-
acerbated by the perplexity of not understand-
ing what God was doing in many events.

After a season of great fiery trials, I was left
without any desire to return to the ministry of
writing. I was numb from what I had just
passed through, but after a season of rest the
Father came to me and asked me if I wanted to
re-join the walk He had called me unto. As I ac-
cepted His invitation He led me to begin writing
the book The Mark of the Beast. Most of what is
written in the book I had no perception of until
I sat down and began writing. Revelation after
revelation flowed forth, and understanding
came into my mind, and I have been able to un-
derstand various types and symbols much more
clearly from that day forth.

As T wrote, the Lord opened my understanding
to the symbolism of the number 666. 1 will
quote from this writing:

Throughout this book I have endeavored to fo-
cus on the spiritual understanding of the abun-
dant symbolism relating to the beast. There has
been much debate about the significance of the
number which is given to represent the beast,
and I believe God would have us to understand
this number and not be in doubt about it. That
God desires that we should have understanding
is revealed in the following Scripture:

Revelation 13:18

Here is wisdom. Let him who has understand-
ing calculate the number of the beast, for the
number is that of a man; and his number is six
hundred and sixty-six.

John declares that it is possible to understand
this symbolism. This is not one of those things
that God told John to seal up. Instead, we are
told that those who have understanding can ar-
rive at the meaning of this number. The num-
ber is specifically related to a man, and the
number of this man is 666.

Many have set out to decipher this riddle, and
they have used various means to do so. One of
the most common methods in days past and
present is through the study of Gematria. In
Hebrew and Greek, as well as some other lan-
guages, each alphabetic character has a corre-
sponding numeric value. By summing up the
value of each alphabetic character in a name, or
title, one can arrive at a numeric value. In this
manner many have demonstrated that various
persons throughout history, from ancient Nim-
rod to present day Popes, as well as various
world political figures, have borne names and
titles whose corresponding numerical value has
added up to the number 666.

It is not my intent to disprove any of these asso-
ciations between individuals and the number
666. In fact, I believe that many of them are
valid and correct. Yet, just because we can say
that the Roman Pontiffs have borne this num-
ber, or we can link it to some other figure past
or present, we cannot declare that this is suffi-
cient proof that they are THE Beast. These indi-
viduals may be ones who have manifested the
beast nature, as have multitudes of men and
women down through the ages, they may have
even been key instruments of Satan in his war-
fare against the elect of God, but in this book we
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want to delve down deeper to the fullest under-
standing of this symbolism and, with the help of
God and the anointing that He has given to His
elect, we hope to do so.

One problem I see in declaring that the Popes,
or some other individual(s), are the person to
whom this number points is that the influence
of these men upon mankind has not been uni-
versal. I believe that John is speaking of that
which is a threat to all men, and which all saints
have an opportunity to overcome. There have
been ages when the Popes held tremendous
power over a large portion of the “civilized
world”, but even at their zenith they did not
have power over all men. With the advent of the
Reformation the power of the Popes began to
wane, and though they still have considerable
influence in the world today, they are not some-
one, or something, that all men universally
strive with.

We have already seen that from the very first
chapter of the Bible, both the man and the
woman were commanded to subdue and rule
over all the beasts. Since Adam and Eve were at
the head of the race of mankind, this command
was universal and has applied to all those who
have been born of woman. Ruling over the
beasts is a universal injunction, and no man,
woman, or child is exempted from this com-
mand of God. Therefore, when we read of the
beast, his image, and the number of his name in
the book of Revelations, and when we also read
that there is a group of overcomers who have
achieved victory over these things, what is be-
ing declared is something that is universal and
in which all the saints must enter into battle
and seek the victory.

The struggle against the beast nature began
with Adam and Eve when they were met by the
serpent, the most cunning of all beasts, while
still in the Garden of Eden. This struggle has

continued throughout all the ages of man. Be-
cause of the universality of this struggle, and in
light of God’s injunction for all mankind to sub-
due and rule over the beasts, I believe that
those who are seeking to identify a particular
man as the beast are on the wrong track.

You may ask, “Didn’t we read that the number
of the beast is the number of a man?” Yes, we
did. But we must ask, “What man?” The Scrip-
tures tell us that there have only been two men
who have ever lived. These are the first Adam,
and the Second Adam, who is also called the
Last Adam. The name Adam literally means
“man” and it occurs 552 times in the Old Testa-
ment. In the majority of instances it is trans-
lated as “man,” and only when it is used as a
name of a person or town is it rendered as
“Adam.” The corresponding word in the New
Testament is the Greek word “anthropos” and
we find this word occurring 561 times.

It is in the following Bible passage that we read
of these two men:

I Corinthians 15:45-49

So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, be-
came a living soul." The last Adam became a
life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not
first, but the natural; then the spiritual. The
first man is from the earth, earthy; the second
man is from heaven. As is the earthy, so also are
those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so
also are those who are heavenly. And just as we
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly.

The apostle Paul writing under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit identifies the first Adam as
the first man. He identifies Christ as the Last
Adam, and he also calls Him “the second man.”
Paul further states that, though we have all
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borne the image of the first man, we are now
called to bear the image of the second man. As
we have already discussed in this book, not all
men attain to the image and likeness of God in
this age. Some stubbornly cling to the image of
the earthy.

I believe it is these two men that John has in
view when he states that the number 666 is the
number of a man. This makes the determina-
tion of which man it is relatively simple, for in-
stead of billions of men to select from, we have
only two. It is very evident from the Scriptures
that the beast and His number cannot refer to
the Second Man, who is Christ Yahshua, for
Christ completely ruled over the beast nature.
Christ always lived to do the will of the Father,
and the Scriptures do further testify that
Yahshua was the very expression of the Father.

This leaves us only the first man, Adam, whom
Paul describes as being of the earth, earthy.
How does this number 666 point to this first
Adam? I believe that we can find testimonies of
this everywhere throughout both the Scriptures
and nature, for God is the architect of both of
them and He has set this seal upon the flesh
man. However, I will focus upon just a couple of
these testimonies.

Let us begin with the opening chapter of Scrip-
ture. We read here that the first man, Adam,
was created on the sixth day from the dust of
the earth. It is generally accepted that the num-
ber six is representative of man, and particu-
larly of the flesh man. The number six is a very
interesting number. When we multiply the
number six by itself we arrive at the number
thirty-six. If we add up the sum of all the num-
bers from one to thirty-six we find that the sum
of these numbers is 666.

In verse 28 of Genesis chapter 1 we read God’s

command to the man and woman to “multiply.”
This multiplication is done through the union
of the man and the woman. Since both Adam
and Eve were of the earth, earthy, they could
only produce offspring who were also of the
earth. They could produce living souls, but their
union could not produce life giving spirits.
Therefore, the multiplication of Adam and Eve,
flesh man (6) multiplying with flesh woman (6),
can only produce more of the same (36). If we
are to calculate the value of their offspring by
summing them all up we arrive at 666.

Because Adam and Eve bowed to the beast, all
of their offspring were subject to the beast na-
ture. They were marked, or engraved, with this
nature and became subjected to futility and
wrath. It would take the divine seed of God be-
ing united with woman to produce a man that
was wholly man and wholly God. This man was
Christ, who being in the image of sinful flesh
was Himself without sin. This Second Man was
not earthy (beastly), but heavenly. We must ex-
perience a second birth, a spiritual birth that
arises from the seed of Christ, in order that we
might escape the bondage to the flesh and live
as heavenly creations.

I Peter 1:23

For you have been born again not of seed which
is perishable but imperishable, that is, through
the living and enduring Word of God.

Let us return to the flesh man and his relation
to the number 666. God is the Author of all
creation and He has revealed His marvelous
truths through the creation. As modern science
has advanced, that which is true science has
only served to confirm the marvelous design of
God in the creation.

Today, scientists understand that there are cer-
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tain elements that are found abundantly
throughout the universe. One element that is
essential to all life, and which is found in all or-
ganic life forms is carbon. No other element is
linked to life to the extent to which carbon is so
linked. Therefore we often hear the phrase
“carbon based life forms.” The life forms that
are dependent upon carbon are of the earth,
earthy. Therefore, we should not be surprised if
we find in the element carbon a witness of the
beast, and even the number of the beast.

All elements are classified by the number of
protons, electrons and neutrons that are pre-
sent within them. No two elements are the
same. Only in the element carbon do we find six
protons, six electrons, and six neutrons. Thus,
the life of all flesh is marked with the numbers
666. Could God have engraved any deeper this
stamp upon earthbound life forms? Consider
now the following words of the apostle Paul:

I Corinthians 15:50-53

Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does
the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold,
I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we
will all be changed, in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. For this
perishable must put on the imperishable, and
this mortal must put on immortality.

Flesh cannot inherit the kingdom of God. That
which is stamped with the number 666 cannot
inherit the kingdom of God. Even after men
have been born again of the Spirit they still
walk around in bodies of sinful flesh. Therefore,
these bodies must be put off before the saints
can enter into the presence of God. All that per-
tains to the beast must be slain.

[End Excerpt]

It was this last revelation, that all flesh is
stamped with this number 666 at the most ele-
mental level of creation, that led me to consider
further revelations God has placed in the natu-
ral creation. Even as every living thing that lies
under the curse is predominantly formed of
carbon, and carbon has six protons, six elec-
trons and six neutrons, we can realize that God
has set parables everywhere throughout His
creation.

As I looked further at this element carbon and
how it symbolizes sin and the curse, I saw fur-
ther remarkable details. Carbon is a six sided
crystal, and six is the number of the flesh man,
sold as a slave unto sin. Carbon is black in
color, and blackness has universally been asso-
ciated with sin and evil. Where there is no light,
all is dark.

I knew at the time that I was shown this revela-
tion that the number associated with the new
creation man, of which Christ is the pattern and
forerunner, is the number eight. It was on the
eighth day that a Hebrew male was to be cir-
cumcised. This removal of the flesh of the fore-
skin is a parable of Adamic man laying aside the
mortal flesh. Christ arose on the eighth day. He
was the first to put off the flesh of this earth and
enter into resurrection life, receiving a new, glo-
rified body.

Matthew 28:1-6

Now after the Sabbath (seventh day), as it be-
gan to dawn toward the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to
look at the grave... And the angel answered and
said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I
know that you are looking for Yahshua who has
been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen,
just as He said. Come, see the place where He
was lying.”
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After seven days, on the first day of a new week
(Day 8) Christ arose. Yet this is not the only re-
lationship between Christ and the number
eight. In Gematria the name Jesus (Iesous in
Greek) has the numeric value 888. This is illus-
trated in the following diagram.

- <
e ¢ A

In ooug
Iésous = Jesus

After seeing the correlation of the number 666
to the element carbon, I began to wonder what
element must pertain to Christ and the number
888. I looked at the Periodic Table of the Ele-
ments to see what element had 8 electrons, 8
protons, and 8 neutrons. I observed that the
element Oxygen perfectly satisfied all of these
criteria. How wonderful and appropriate this
seemed.

Oxygen is an eight sided crystal. In contrast to
Carbon which is black, Oxygen is colorless, be-
ing invisible to the sight. This is fitting as Christ
is said to be “the image of the invisible God”
(Colossians 1:15). Also oxygen is absolutely es-
sential in order to have fire. In fact, fire is de-
fined as “rapid oxidation.” Once more this is
fitting, for John declared of the Son of God that
He would baptize men with fire. Christ also de-
clared, “I have come to cast fire on the earth.”
how fitting then that He is represented by oxy-
gen.

More profound truths are revealed as we ob-
serve the interplay of Oxygen and Carbon in na-
ture, especially in the process of respiration. As
mentioned, Carbon represents sin, and Christ
came to take away the sins of mankind. In order

for the sins of man to be taken away, Christ
must enter into the life of mankind. Man
breathes in Oxygen. As this Oxygen enters
man’s lungs, and is passed to the blood stream,
it combines with Carbon which has formed in
the cells, and builds up in the muscles and
bloodstream. One Carbon atom combines with
two Oxygen atoms to form CO2, carbon diox-
ide. This carbon dioxide is then expelled from
the body as man exhales.

In this is a magnificent parable of the work of
Christ. Even as Oxygen enters into man and
combines with Carbon and is expelled, so Christ
comes into mankind and takes away sin. This
process of respiration must continue all the
days a person lives. When respiration ceases, so
does life end. In the same way, mankind must
abide in Christ all his days, receiving the life of
Christ into his members. If he should stop this
process, death would result.

The Scriptures speak of the Tree of Life. It is
understood in biology that trees perform the
opposite function of mankind. Trees take in
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, and they
give off Oxygen. Christ is life, and in the action
of trees we see the function of the Tree of Life.
It supplies the life of God to the world.

Revelation 22:2

And on either side of the river was the tree of
life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its
fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree
were for the healing of the nations.

There are many other significant truths that
God has placed in His creation, and there are
grand parables contained in the Periodic Table
of the Elements. If I were a chemist, or physi-
cist, perhaps I would understand more of the
profound parables contained there. As it is, I
can see only a few basic details of this grand
parable.
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The most common element in all the Universe
is Hydrogen. The numeric value of hydrogen is
1. I believe this speaks of God the Father.

Deuteronomy 6:4

“Hear, O Israel! Yahweh is our God, Yahweh is
one!”

Hydrogen is colorless, odorless, tasteless, and
highly flammable. No man has seen God at any
time, for the natural senses cannot see the in-
visible God. God the Father is also described as
“a consuming fire.” Hydrogen is said to com-
prise approximately 75% of all the elemental
mass in the universe. It is everywhere found in
abundance.

Acts 17:28

For in him we live, and move, and have our be-
ing...

Colossians 1:17

And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.

Stars are believed to mainly consist of Hydro-
gen, and the stars are the source of light in the
universe.

James 1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.

Hydrogen and Oxygen combine to form H20
(water). This is once more a source of life upon
the earth, and it reveals that there is a parable

in the words of the prophet Habakkuk.

Habakkuk 2:14

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of Yahweh, as the waters cover the
sea.

If Oxygen is the element representing Yahshua,
and Hydrogen is the element representing Yah-
weh, then what is the element representing the
Spirit of Christ? My guess is that it would be
Nitrogen, which has the value 7 on the Periodic
Table.

Revelation 4:5

And there were seven lamps of fire burning be-
fore the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God...

Nitrogen is also colorless, odorless and taste-
less. It cannot be perceived by the natural
senses. Nitrogen makes up 78% of the earth’s
atmosphere. The Scriptures portray the Spirit
as a wind, and truly Nitrogen is the most abun-
dant element that makes up the wind.

John 3:8

"The wind blows where it wishes and you hear
the sound of it, but do not know where it comes
from and where it is going; so is everyone who
is born of the Spirit."

Truly God has set many marvelous testimonies
before the eyes of man. May we have eyes to see
the mysteries of His creation.

May you be blessed with peace and understand-
ing in these days.
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Reviling Authorities

Joseph Herrin (9-9-2001)

Can a person’s behavior please the Father if in
exercising the gift the Spirit has placed within
them they violate authorities? Can the saint ig-
nore the government of Yahweh in their zeal for
truth and righteousness and be considered
righteous themself? Does the necessity of ad-
dressing or correcting an issue, no matter how
serious, overrule the need to show reverence to
the authorities God has established by His sov-
ereign will?

Let me make these questions a little more spe-
cific. Is it proper for an adult child to offer a re-
buke to their parents when they perceive their
parents to be in sin, or when they are making
unwise decisions? Is it ever appropriate for a
wife to contend with her husband when she be-
lieves he is walking in sin or error? Should
those under the care of a shepherd, elder, or
minister of the church take it upon themselves
to confront such a one when they are in error?
If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,”
then in what manner should such correction be
given?

I believe there is no greater failing in the church
today than that of recognizing and submitting
to the government established by Yahweh. The
reasons for this failure are many. Some have
supposed that the grace of God has absolved the
saints of needing to submit to the government
of God. This is a tragic misunderstanding and
many have made a shipwreck of their lives due
to this deception. Others have distorted certain
scriptures to support their desire to be free of
the government of God and the government He
has delegated to man. Others are just ignorant,
never having been taught the truth.

Whatever the cause, the church is in danger of
suffering great loss and incurring the wrath of
God due to the failure to recognize Yahweh'’s
government and to submit to it with the proper
respect.

A key point that the church has failed to ac-
knowledge is that the authority and govern-
ment of God still stands even when those in po-
sitions of authority have acted evilly and have
abused their position. David understood this
truth. When King Saul was acting wickedly,
David still understood that Saul was God’s
anointed and that Saul stood in a position of
authority over the people. With this in mind,
David refused to raise a hand against Saul.

I Samuel 26:7-11

7 So David and Abishai came to the people by
night, and behold, Saul lay sleeping inside the
circle of the camp, with his spear stuck in the
ground at his head; and Abner and the people
were lying around him.

8 Then Abishai said to David, "Today God has
delivered your enemy into your hand; now
therefore, please let me strike him with the
spear to the ground with one stroke, and I will
not strike him the second time."

9 But David said to Abishai, "Do not destroy
him, for who can stretch out his hand against
[Yahweh’s] anointed and be without guilt?"

10  David also said, "As Yahweh lives, surely
Yahweh will strike him, or his day will come
that he dies, or he will go down into battle and
perish.

11 "Yahweh forbid that I should stretch out
my hand against Yahweh’s anointed...”

Saul was clearly abusing his authority and walk-
ing in great sin. Saul had even destroyed a
whole city of priests. Saul was seeking to Kkill
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David because of jealousy, yet David never said,
“Saul has abused his authority. He is therefore
unfit to rule. I will acknowledge his authority
no more.” No! David knew that Saul was still
Yahweh’s anointed and that as Yahweh raised
Saul up, He could equally bring him down.
David remained respectful of the authority of
this wicked king.

It may be astonishing to some, but the saints
are not even to revile Satan. Like Saul, Satan
was given great authority by Yahweh. Even
though Satan has transgressed and set himself
to be an enemy of God, until the Father per-
forms all of His judgment against this wicked
ruler, mankind is not to revile or to act unbe-
comingly towards him.

You may ask, “How can one act unbecomingly
towards Satan?” David could have acted unbe-
comingly towards Saul. David could have re-
viled Saul and have begun to cast insults at him.
David could have spoken evil things of Saul in
the ears of others. David could have sought to
overthrow Saul’s authority through his own ac-
tivities of subversion and rebellion.

On another occasion when Saul’s life was within
the grasp of David, David’s men urged him to
strike Saul and kill him. David refused, merely
cutting off the hem of Saul’s garment, but even
this action against Saul caused David to be
smitten in his heart for lifting a finger against
Saul.

I Samuel 24:1-12

1 Now it came about when Saul returned
from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, say-
ing, "Behold, David is in the wilderness of
Engedi."

2  Then Saul took three thousand chosen men
from all Israel, and went to seek David and his
men in front of the Rocks of the Wild Goats.

3  And he came to the sheepfolds on the way,
where there was a cave; and Saul went in to re-
lieve himself. Now David and his men were sit-
ting in the inner recesses of the cave.

4 And the men of David said to him, "Behold,
this is the day of which [Yahweh] said to you,
'Behold; I am about to give your enemy into
your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems
good to you." Then David arose and cut off the
edge of Saul's robe secretly.

5  And it came about afterward that David's
conscience bothered him because he had cut off
the edge of Saul's robe

6  So he said to his men, "Far be it from me
because of Yahweh that I should do this thing to
my lord, Yahweh’s anointed, to stretch out my
hand against him, since he is Yahweh’s
anointed."

7 And David persuaded his men with these
words and did not allow them to rise up against
Saul. And Saul arose, left the cave, and went on
his way.

8 Now afterward David arose and went out of
the cave and called after Saul, saying, "My lord
the king!" And when Saul looked behind him,
David bowed with his face to the ground and
prostrated himself.

9 And David said to Saul, "Why do you listen
to the words of men, saying, 'Behold, David
seeks to harm you'?

10  "Behold, this day your eyes have seen that
Yahweh had given you today into my hand in
the cave, and some said to kill you, but my eye
had pity on you; and I said, 'T will not stretch
out my hand against my lord, for he is Yahweh’s
anointed.'

11 "Now, my father, see! Indeed, see the edge
of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off
the edge of your robe and did not kill you, know
and perceive that there is no evil or rebellion in
my hands, and I have not sinned against you,
though you are lying in wait for my life to take
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it.
12  "May Yahweh judge between you and me,

and may Yahweh avenge me on you; but my
hand shall not be against you.

What an understanding David had of the gov-
ernment of God! He knew that no matter how
wicked the ruler had become, it was the duty of
every servant of God to show proper honor and
respect toward that ruler. David said, “My hand
shall not be against you.” David remained faith-
ful to this statement, and Yahweh did judge be-
tween David and Saul. How badly the saints
need to gain this same understanding today.

But what of Satan? Is he not an authority that
was anointed of God? Do not the scriptures de-
scribe him as a ruler? Where did his authority
come from? We are told in Romans chapter 13
that ALL authority comes from God. There are
many scriptures that describe Satan as a ruler.

Ezekiel 28:14-15

14  "You were the anointed cherub who cov-
ers, and I placed you there. You were on the
holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst
of the stones of fire.

15 "You were blameless in your ways from the
day you were created, until unrighteousness
was found in you.”

Daniel 10:12-13

12 Then he said to me, "Do not be afraid,
Daniel, for from the first day that you set your
heart on understanding this and on humbling
yourself before your God, your words were
heard, and I have come in response to your
words.

13 "But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then
behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came
to help me, for I had been left there with the

kings of Persia.”

Ephesians 2:1-2

1 And you were dead in your trespasses and
sins,

2 in which you formerly walked according to
the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now
working in the sons of disobedience.

Ephesians 3:8-10

8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfa-
thomable riches of Christ,

9 and to bring to light what is the administra-
tion of the mystery which for ages has been hid-
den in God, who created all things;

10  in order that the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known through the church
to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly
places.

Yes, even the fallen angels occupy positions of
authority in the heavenly realms and until they
receive their judgment at the hands of God men
are not to revile them, even as David did not
revile King Saul. Yes, we are told that Satan has
already been judged (John 16:11). But Saul had
already been judged when David refused to lift
a hand against him. The prophet Samuel had
already pronounced God’s judgment on Saul
and had told him that the kingdom had been
torn from him and given to his neighbor who
was more worthy than he (I Samuel 15:28).

Is this not the position that Satan is in today?
Judgment has been pronounced against him,
but it has not yet been fully carried out. David
refused to revile Saul or act unbecomingly to-
ward him, and the saints are not to do so to-
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wards those angelic majesties that have for-
saken their first estate and have embarked on a
course of evil. Their judgment has been pro-
nounced and Yahweh will carry it out.

I am sure that this seems like an extreme con-
cept to many, since the church knows so little
about God’s government, and our proper re-
sponse to this government. But we are not left
without a witness concerning these matters. In
the New Testament there were those saints who
were speaking reviling things against Satan and
other fallen rulers, and they were rebuked for
doing so.

II Peter 2:1-12

1 But false prophets also arose among the
people, just as there will also be false teachers
among you, who will secretly introduce destruc-
tive heresies, even denying the Master who
bought them, bringing swift destruction upon
themselves.

2 And many will follow their sensuality, and
because of them the way of the truth will be ma-
ligned;

3 and in their greed they will exploit you with
false words; their judgment from long ago is not
idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

4  For if God did not spare angels when they
sinned, but cast them into hell and committed
them to pits of darkness, reserved for judg-
ment...

9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the
godly from temptation, and to keep the un-
righteous under punishment for the day of
judgment,

10 and especially those who indulge the flesh
in its corrupt desires and despise authority.
Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when
they revile angelic majesties,

11 whereas angels who are greater in might

and power do not bring a reviling judgment
against them before the Lord.

12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born
as creatures of instinct to be captured and
killed, reviling where they have no knowledge,
will in the destruction of those creatures also be
destroyed...

Jude 1:6-10

6 And angels who did not keep their own do-
main, but abandoned their proper abode, He
has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for
the judgment of the great day.

7  Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities
around them, since they in the same way as
these indulged in gross immorality and went
after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example,
in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.

8 Yet in the same manner these men, also by
dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority,
and revile angelic majesties.

9 But Michael the archangel, when he dis-
puted with the devil and argued about the body
of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a
railing judgment, but said, "Yahweh rebuke

"

you.

10 But these men revile the things which they
do not understand; and the things which they
know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by
these things they are destroyed.

Is there any doubt what these passages speak
of? There were men in the church who were
making reviling judgments against fallen an-
gels. Peter states that “angels who are greater in
might and power do not bring a reviling judg-
ment against them.” There are holy angels that
far exceed men in might and power, yet these
holy angels do not make reviling judgments
against the fallen hosts of heaven.

Jude gives us further understanding by giving a
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specific example where the great angelic prince
Michael was contending with Satan for the body
of Moses. Michael did not berate Satan, nor cast
insults at him. He simply said, “Yahweh rebuke

2»

you.

How often in churches today do we hear men
and women speaking in a reviling manner to-
ward angelic majesties (yes, angelic majesties is
what the scriptures call Satan and his fallen
host)? How often do prophets and preachers
refer to Satan as “an imp,” “a worm,” “old
slough-foot,” or some other deprecating title?
How often do they go to cast out some demon
and resort to insulting and name calling in ad-
dressing the one to whom they speak?

Both Peter and Jude conclude that such men
are “unreasoning animals” and “unreasoning
beasts.” Does it seem strange that these apos-
tles should reproach Christians for speaking in
a reviling manner towards the one who is the
enemy of God? Peter and Jude recognized that
it is Yahweh who has created all beings and
given them authority, and it is Yahweh who
must judge all of His creation.

Colossians 1:16

For by Him all things were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or au-
thorities-- all things have been created by Him
and for Him.

Can there be any greater enemy of God and of
the saint than Satan? If we are forbidden to act
unbecomingly toward Satan, then does it not
follow that man should not act unbecomingly
toward other men who are created in the image
of God? Man is to in all aspects recognize the
government of Yahweh and to show proper re-
spect to those Yahweh has granted authority.

The errors or sins of men and women to whom
Yahweh has delegated His authority make no
difference. The government of God is not to be
dishonored by violating authorities.

Among mankind Yahweh has established His
government and the saint of God should seek to
understand this government that he or she
might show respect toward it. What govern-
ment has God established?

The family is the most basic form of God’s gov-
ernment. We are given these insights into the
family government.

Ephesians 5:23-24

23  For the husband is the head of the wife, as
Christ also is the head of the church, He Him-
self being the Savior of the body.

24  But as the church is subject to Christ, so
also the wives ought to be to their husbands in
everything.

Ephesians 6:1-3

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for
this is right.

2  Honor your father and mother (which is the
first commandment with a promise),

3  that it may be well with you, and that you
may live long on the earth.

I Peter 3:1-6

1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive
to your own husbands so that even if any of
them are disobedient to the word, they may be
won without a word by the behavior of their
wives,

2  as they observe your chaste and respectful
behavior.
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3  And let not your adornment be merely ex-
ternal-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold
jewelry, or putting on dresses;

4  but let it be the hidden person of the heart,
with the imperishable quality of a gentle and
quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of
God.

5 For in this way in former times the holy
women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn
themselves, being submissive to their own hus-
bands.

6  Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord, and you have become her children if you
do what is right without being frightened by any
fear.

These are but three New Testament witnesses.
There are many more, as well as much instruc-
tion in the Old Testament.

Deuteronomy 21:18-21

18 "If any man has a stubborn and rebellious
son who will not obey his father or his mother,
and when they chastise him, he will not even
listen to them,

19 then his father and mother shall seize him,
and bring him out to the elders of his city at the
gateway of his home town.

20 "And they shall say to the elders of his
city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebel-

lious, he will not obey us, he is a glutton and a
drunkard.'

21 "Then all the men of his city shall stone
him to death; so you shall remove the evil from
your midst, and all Israel shall hear of it and
fear.”

In these passages we can see that it was a very
important matter before Yahweh for people to
show proper reverence for the government es-

tablished in the family. I have seen many griev-
ous examples of saints disregarding the govern-
ment of God and showing dishonor towards
those they were told to honor. A child is to show
honor and respect to their parents as long as
they live.

Proverbs 23:22

Listen (shama) to your father who begot you,
and do not despise (buwz) your mother when
she is old.

The word for listen in this verse is Strong’s
8085 shama” (shaw-mah'), which means to
hear intelligently. The word for despise is
Strong’s 936 buwz (booz), and it means to dis-
respect. This verse could accurately be rendered
in this manner:

Proverbs 23:22

Hear intelligently your father who begot you,
and do not disrespect your mother when she is
old.

The heart of this scripture is that honor is to be
accorded those who have held governmental
positions in our life. Although the young child is
called to strictly obey their parents, even an
adult child never grows beyond the point where
he should fail to show proper honor to a parent.
This applies to godly as well as ungodly parents.
It is possible to have a parent that behaves as
wickedly as King Saul did to David, but never is
a child justified in acting unbecomingly to a
parent.

David also knew what it was to be rejected by
his parents. Psalms 27:10 tells us, “For my fa-
ther and my mother have forsaken me, but Yah-
weh will take me up, He will adopt me as His
own son” (Amplified Bible). Even though
David’s parents rejected him, and they probably
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blamed him for being driven from their inheri-
tance and having to flee from Saul when Saul
was incensed toward David, yet David sought to
honor his parents and to provide for them.

I Samuel 22:3-4

3  And David went from there to Mizpah of
Moab; and he said to the king of Moab, "Please
let my father and my mother come and stay
with you until I know what God will do for me."

4  Then he left them with the king of Moab;
and they stayed with him all the time that David
was in the stronghold.

In my own life I have at times experienced re-
jection and false judgment from my parents. On
one occasion in particular I responded to an ac-
cusation of my mother in a way that I later felt
was too harsh. Like David, when his heart was
smitten for cutting the hem of Saul’s garment,
my heart was smitten and I felt that I needed to
retract my words and offer an apology. This I
did. Since then I have become even more sensi-
tive to the need to not act unbecomingly toward
my parents.

My parents do not understand the things I
teach, and they have made it known that they
do not feel I am called or qualified to be a min-
ister, but this has absolutely no bearing upon
the matter of showing respect for them.
Whether an authority is correct, or incorrect,
proper honor is still to be demonstrated.

In the church this is little understood. I have
witnessed a wife of a pastor publicly criticize
and correct her mother in a very disrespectful
manner. I have witnessed this same woman
come to a meeting of church ministers and pub-
licly rebuke and correct the male ministers of
the body. A Christian writer and minister once
told me that he was driving down the Interstate

one day with his family and his father was in
the car. His father made a critical remark and
the man responded by openly criticizing and
correcting his father, and then he stopped the
car and made his father get out. Since then he
has had nothing to do with his father.

Such things should not take place. It is not
seemly, nor appropriate for a child to offer a
harsh rebuke to a parent. Even if a person is not
a parent, if they are older they should be treated
with deference and respect. Paul gave Timothy
instructions for such occasions.

I Timothy 5:1-2

1 Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but
rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger
men as brothers,

2 the older women as mothers, and the
younger women as sisters, in all purity.

Never is it appropriate to speak in an unbecom-
ing or unattractive manner to those who are in
positions that demand honor. Demonstrating
proper honor has nothing to do with the behav-
ior of the person being addressed. They may be
acting very dishonorably themselves, but honor
must be shown to them.

There are many in the body who have discern-
ment and even prophetic giftings. Never let
such an one think that because they have dis-
cerned truth or obtained knowledge about an-
other that they can speak to them with no con-
sideration for the person’s status. An adult child
should not speak roughly to a parent, nor a
young man or woman speak harshly to an older
adult. A wife should not berate her husband.
Let everything be done with the proper honor
and respect.
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This is a most serious matter in God’s sight.
God will not honor those who act unbecomingly
in such matters. Solomon’s son Rehoboam lost
the rulership of 10 of the tribes of Israel be-
cause he spoke harshly to the older men who
came to him. Rather than appealing to them, he
offended them by not showing the honor that
was due.

I Kings 12:6-14

6 And King Rehoboam consulted with the
elders who had served his father Solomon while
he was still alive, saying, "How do you counsel
me to answer this people?"

7 Then they spoke to him, saying, "If you will
be a servant to this people today, will serve
them, grant them their petition, and speak good
words to them, then they will be your servants
forever."

8 But he forsook the counsel of the elders
which they had given him, and consulted with
the young men who grew up with him and
served him.

9  So he said to them, "What counsel do you
give that we may answer this people who have
spoken to me, saying, 'Lighten the yoke which
your father put on us'?"

10  And the young men who grew up with him
spoke to him, saying, "Thus you shall say to this
people who spoke to you, saying, "Your father
made our yoke heavy, now you make it lighter
for us!' But you shall speak to them, 'My little
finger is thicker than my father's loins!

11 'Whereas my father loaded you with a
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father
disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline
you with scorpions."

12  Then Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam on the third day as the king had di-
rected, saying, "Return to me on the third day."

13 And the king answered the people harshly,
for he forsook the advice of the elders which

they had given him,

14 and he spoke to them according to the ad-
vice of the young men, saying, "My father made
your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my
father disciplined you with whips, but I will dis-
cipline you with scorpions."

Rehoboam failed in two points. He did not lis-
ten intelligently to the advice of the older men,
and he spoke harshly to the people. His dishon-
orable actions did not result in good fruit. Nei-
ther will good fruit be born from similar actions
today.

It is the path of humility to choose to show
honor to those to whom honor is due. For a wife
to remain silent and respectful when her hus-
band is acting like a fool takes tremendous hu-
mility and trust in God. For an adult child to
speak respectfully to parents, even when the
parents might have misjudged them, or they
might be making errors in judgment, takes hu-
mility. For a person who is gifted with insight to
show restraint in their communication with
others, speaking in a manner that demonstrates
reverence to those who are older or to whom
honor is due, requires humility and patience.

It is not enough to merely speak truth. I have
had people come to me and share how they had
spoken some truth to another in a blunt and
even harsh manner, and their attitude has been,
“I sure gave it to them, didn’t I?” Such behavior
does not warrant praise, for it is shameful.

I could go on to share about the government
God has established in church and in civil gov-
ernments. The principle is always the same.
This is revealed in the following verses.
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I Timothy 5:19

Do not receive an accusation against an elder
except on the basis of two or three witnesses.

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders, and submit to them for they
keep watch over your souls, as those who will
give an account. Let them do this with joy and
not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for
you.

Romans 13:7

Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax
is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom
fear; honor to whom honor.

Titus 2:2-8

2 Older men are to be temperate, dignified,
sensible, sound in faith, in love, in persever-
ance.

3  Older women likewise are to be reverent in
their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor en-
slaved to much wine, teaching what is good,

4 that they may encourage the young women
to love their husbands, to love their children,

5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind,
being subject to their own husbands, that the
word of God may not be dishonored.

6 Likewise urge the young men to be sensible;

7 in all things show yourself to be an example
of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, digni-
fied,

8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach,
in order that the opponent may be put to
shame, having nothing bad to say about us.

The scriptures are full of admonitions about
how we are to talk to one another. It is never
sufficient to simply speak truth. We are to
speak the truth in love, and we are to not violate

the authorities the Father has established.
Those who do so will bring condemnation on
themselves even while they are claiming to be
doing the Father’s will.

I have observed in Christianity today that there
is little regard to honoring those to whom
honor is due. If it is such a serious thing that
men should not even revile fallen angelic majes-
ties, then how much more should we be careful
to address all those we encounter with the grace
and reverence due to them? If David would not
lift a finger against King Saul, then is it right for
adult saints to speak harshly to their elderly
parents? Is it appropriate for a child to correct a
mother or father?

In Isaiah a curse is spoken against the people of
Jerusalem.

Isaiah 3:4-5

4 And I will make mere lads their princes and
capricious children will rule over them,

5 And the people will be oppressed, each one
by another, and each one by his neighbor; the
youth will storm against the elder, and the infe-
rior against the honorable.

It is an unsightly thing in Yahweh’s sight for the
young and immature to rule over the elderly. It
is a thing to be cursed for the young to storm
against the elderly.

In other articles by this writer it has been
shown that the principle of God is that those
under authority are not to correct those in au-
thority over them. To do so leads to rebellion.
The principle of the kingdom is that authority
must be corrected from above, not below. This
is demonstrated in Peter’s admonition to the
wife who has a disobedient husband. If she will
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remain silent and respectful, looking to God to
correct the error of her husband, He will do so.
If she takes matters into her own hands and
seeks to confront the husband with his error
and to agitate and press for change, then Yah-
weh will delay in correcting the husband, for
rebellion is in the house.

It is a much more serious matter with God to
rebel than it is to sin in some matter of trespass.
Rebellion is a matter of principle and it touches
the lives of all involved in profoundly negative
ways. It is possible to be zealous for the truth
and to speak words of correction to an individ-
ual and to do so in a manner that violates the
authority of God’s government. This latter
grievance is likely more serious than the error
or sin that was being addressed.

May Yahweh open the eyes of His saints to per-
ceive the truth of these words.
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon - Bible Devotion

"My grace is sufficient for thee.”
— 2 Corinthians 12:9

If none of God's saints were
poor and tried, we should not
know half so well the consola-
tions of divine grace. When we
find the wanderer who has no-
where to lay his head, who yet
can say, "Still will | trust in the
Lord; when we see the pauper
starving on bread and water,
who still glories in Jesus; when
we see the bereaved widow
overwhelmed in affliction, and
yet having faith in Christ, oh!
what honour it reflects on the
gospel.

God's grace is illustrated and
magnified in the poverty and
trials of believers. Saints bear
up under every discourage-
ment, believing that all things

work together for their good,
and that out of apparent evils a
real blessing shall ultimately
spring—that their God will ei-
ther work a deliverance for
them speedily, or most assur-
edly support them in the trou-
ble, as long as He is pleased to
keep them in it.

This patience of the saints
proves the power of divine
grace. There is a lighthouse out
at sea: it is a calm night—I can-
not tell whether the edifice is
firm; the tempest must rage
about it, and then | shall know
whether it will stand. So with
the Spirit's work: if it were not
on many occasions surrounded
with tempestuous waters, we
should not know that it was
true and strong; if the winds
did not blow upon it, we should

not know how firm and secure
it was. The master-works of
God are those men who stand in
the midst of difficulties, sted-
fast, unmoveable,

“Calm mid the bewildering cry,
Confident of victory.”

He who would glorify his God
must set his account upon
meeting with many trials. No
man can be illustrious before
the Lord unless his conflicts be
many. If then, yours be a much-
tried path, rejoice in it, be-
cause you will the better show
forth the all-sufficient grace of
God. As for His failing you,
never dream of it—hate the
thought. The God who has been
sufficient until now, should be
trusted to the end.
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