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Parables Bookshelf - Series 1.19.5

This edition of the Par-
ables Bookshelf Newslet-
ter concludes the book No

Apologies—A Biblical NO APOLOGIES

Teaching on Godly Wom-

anhood.
There is a popular saying A Biblical Teaching
about not being able to on Godly Womanhood

see the forest for all of the
trees. Sometimes we get
so accustomed to the
things that are all around
us, things that are com-
monplace, that we rarely
stop to question whether
they are right.

We are faced with the
dilemma today of few
girls choosing a future of
being a stay at home
mother and homemaker.
Society is pushing them
toward other pursuits. It is
the rare young woman
who will break out of the
societal mold and seek
God’s vision for her life.

Food for Thought

The godly woman’s discipline of the mind is achieved through serious and
continual exposure to God’s Word...This is all-important: You can never
have a Christian mind without regular reading of the Scriptures and serious
Bible study. Why is this? Because you cannot be profoundly influenced by
what you don’t know. If you are filled with God’s Word, your life can then
be informed and directed by God.

Barbara Hughes

Scripture Memory

I Peter 3:5-6

For in this way in former times the Parables Newsletter
holy women also, who hoped in God, 4 Series 1.19.5

used to adorn themselves, being
submissive to their own husbands.
Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling e Chapter 9

hiI.n lord’. and you have l_Jec_o me h.er e Why the Bible Does Not Condemn
children if you do what is right with- sy

out being frightened by any fear.
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Labor Outside the Home

Although the Bible reveals that woman
was created to be a helper for man, and her
role in child bearing and homemaking is set
forth as a pattern for the godly woman, there
are occasions when Yahweh will direct a
woman to labor outside the home. There is a
tendency among Christians to seek to reduce
all things to doctrines and formulas in a one-
size-fits-all manner. The only formula I have
found that will universally reveal the will of
God for a person’s life is the following:

Do the next thing the Spirit of God di-
rects you to do.

(Repeat)

We can ascertain principles and pat-
terns from the word of God, but individual
guidance for a person’s life must of necessity
come from an intimate communion with God
through the agency of the Holy Spirit.

I Corinthians 2:11-13

For who among men knows the
thoughts of a man except the spirit of
the man which is in him? Even so the
thoughts of God no one knows except
the Spirit of God. Now we have re-
ceived, not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, so that we
may know the things freely given to us
by God, which things we also speak,
not in words taught by human wis-
dom, but in those taught by the Spirit,
combining spiritual thoughts with
spiritual words.

Galatians 5:16

I say then: Walk by the Spirit, and you
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

Some may have concluded from the pre-
ceding chapter that the Scriptures, or this au-
thor, universally condemns work outside the
home. The Bible does not condemn work out-
side the home, and neither do I. What Yah-
weh does not approve of is work that is initi-
ated by the soul of man. Most women who
work outside the home are not doing so by
the commandment of God. They are doing so
because their own soul has determined work
outside the home to be needful or desirable.
The soul is not to be the guide for the Chris-
tian. Christ said those who would be His dis-
ciples must hate their souls. They must em-
brace a course in this world that is not soul-
directed.

Luke 14:26

“If anyone comes to Me and does not
hate... even his own life (psuche -
soul), he cannot be My disciple.”

Matthew 16:24-26

Then Yahshua said to His disciples, “If
anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever de-
sires to save his life (psuche - soul) will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for
My sake will find it. For what profit is
it to a man if he gains the whole world,
and loses his own soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul?”

The Christian woman who chooses col-
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lege and career because everyone else is do-
ing it, or because it appeals to her soul, has
fallen short of the will of God. The road to life
is a path of self-denial. To be a disciple of
Christ a man or woman must trade the life
they would choose for themselves for that life
God has chosen. College and career should be
pursued ONLY if God has given command-
ment to do so. What will a woman be profited
if she gets the best education, and lands a
great job with good pay and the perks that
appeal to her, if this is not the course God has
chosen for her? Christ says she may gain the
whole world and yet lose her soul.

Many a young woman has chosen col-
lege and career due to the excitement and
worldly promise that such things could bring.
Their hearts have been allured by the possi-
bility of being financially independent. It is
very attractive to the soul to be able to buy
the clothes and possessions that the world
says are indispensable to happiness, to par-
ticipate in the pursuits and entertainments
that others are finding so enjoyable. Some
women go to college hoping to find a hus-
band, for they see having a husband as neces-
sary for their own personal fulfillment.

There are many motives that influence
the life choices of men and women, yet only
one motive will earn God’s approval and
praise. The woman who seeks first the king-
dom of God and His righteousness, she shall
be praised. The woman who has devoted her-
self to knowing God’s will and doing it will be
approved by Him. Whether a woman is a de-
voted wife, mother and homemaker, or is led
to work or minister outside the home, she
should do all at the leading and empowering
of the Holy Spirit.

The Bible gives examples of women who
worked, or ministered, outside of the home.
Some even accompanied Christ in His minis-
try, and supported Him from their private

means.

Luke 8:1-3

Soon afterwards, He began going
around from one city and village to an-
other, proclaiming and preaching the
kingdom of God. The twelve were with
Him, and also some women who had
been healed of evil spirits and sick-
nesses: Mary who was called Magda-
lene, from whom seven demons had
gone out, and Joanna the wife of
Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna,
and many others who were contribut-
ing to their support out of their private
means.

If these women were conducting their
lives contrary to the will of God the Father,
certainly Christ would have reproved them.
Yet, we find no mention of Christ telling
these women to return home and attend to
their families, or to
focus solely on being
keepers at home. This
reveals an important
truth of the kingdom
of God. There are ex-
ceptions to the role of
the woman who re-
mains at home. Nev-
ertheless, there is a universality to the invio-
lable law that all must discern and do the will
of the Father. These women had a love for
Christ. It was the Father’s will and pleasure
that they should accompany His Son and
minister to His needs, and those of His disci-
ples, as they were able.

The Bible gives
examples of women
who worked, or
ministered, outside of

the home.

It should be observed that these women
were not out on some soulish escapade. Fol-
lowing Christ in His journeys and ministry

SERIES 1.19.5
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was no lark. These women had seen the Sav-
ior. They had recognized who He was, and
their hearts longed to give back to Him
through whatever service He would accept
and they could provide. Yahshua accepted
this devotion. The apostles also testify that it
continues to be acceptable in God’s eyes for a
man or woman to choose service to Christ
over marriage and family life.

I Corinthians 7:29-35

But this I say, brethren, the time is
short, so that from now on even those
who have wives should be as though
they had none, those who weep as
though they did not weep, those who
rejoice as though they did not rejoice,
those who buy as though they did not
possess, and those who use this world
as not misusing it. For the form of this
world is passing away. But I want you
to be without care. He who is unmar-
ried cares for the things of the Lord -
how he may please the Lord. But he
who is married cares about the things
of the world - how he may please his
wife. There is a difference between a
wife and a virgin. The unmarried
woman cares about the things of
the Lord, that she may be holy
both in body and in spirit. But
she who is married cares about
the things of the world - how she
may please her husband. And
this I say for your own profit,
not that I may put a leash on
you, but for what is proper, and
that you may serve the Lord
without distraction.

Paul is not endorsing the single life in
order to seek things for self. He advocates the

single life for the purpose of procuring an un-
distracted devotion to the Lord. The woman
who chooses a life other than being a home-
maker to pursue selfish pleasure stands con-
demned. The life of the woman who is single
by choice in order to serve God lives accord-
ing to the same principle set forth for the
godly widow.

I Timothy 5:5-6

Now she who is really a widow, and
left alone, trusts in God and continues
in supplications and prayers night and
day. But she who lives in pleasure is
dead while she lives.

The woman who would be approved by
God must live for His pleasure, not her own.
She must seek His will, and adopt a servant’s
attitude, ministering wherever, and however,
Christ directs. If she is using her time, her re-
sources, and her liberty for the pursuit of per-
sonal pleasure, then she has fallen away from
the path of life. She is dead (spiritually) even
while she lives.

Some of the women who accompanied
Christ were single, and some were married.
What then of the married woman? The mar-
ried woman is subject to her husband. Al-
though she has Christ as Lord, she also has
her husband as head. This governmental or-
der was established by Yahweh and He will
not violate it. The married woman must
honor and obey her husband. If he gives her
leave to devote herself to the ministry of
Christ then she is free. However, if he desires
her to abide at home, and perform the duties
of a homemaker, she must consider herself
under authority of her husband.

We find that God does not violate au-
thority where it legitimately exists. There are
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times when Christians and some in the world
deny the legitimacy of certain authority rela-
tions, like that between a husband and wife,
or between a master and slave. The Bible
does not set aside such relationships, but ad-
vocates honoring authority where it exists.
God’s instructions to slaves was that they
honor their masters. He did not declare their
service null and void because they became
Christians, not even if they had Christians
masters.

Ephesians 6:5-8

Slaves, be obedient to those who are
your masters according to the flesh,
with fear and trembling, in the sincer-
ity of your heart, as to Christ; not by
way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but
as slaves of Christ, doing the will of
God from the heart. With good will
render service, as to the Lord, and not
to men, knowing that whatever good
thing each one does, this he will re-
ceive back from the Lord, whether
slave or free.

A servant may be a Christian, but
he/she has to honor their master. They can-
not abandon their service to their master to
serve Christ, nor act rebelliously. Rebellion is
the principle of Satan, and God does not
sanction rebellion.

I Peter 2:18-19

Servants, be submissive to your master

Titus 2:9

Exhort bondservants to be obedient to
their own masters, to be well pleasing

in all things, not answering back, 10
not pilfering, but showing all good fi-
delity, that they may adorn the doc-
trine of God our Savior in all things.

I Timothy 6:1-2

Let as many bondservants as are under
the yoke count their own masters wor-
thy of all honor, so that the name of
God and His doctrine may not be blas-
phemed. And those who have believing
masters, let them not despise them be-
cause they are brethren, but rather
serve them because those who are
benefited are believers and beloved.
Teach and exhort these things.

Having given the instructions to ser-
vants above, the apostles give similar instruc-
tions to wives, for they too are under author-

1ty.

I Peter 3:1-2

Wives, likewise, be submissive to your
own husbands, that even if some do
not obey the word, they, without a
word, may be won by the conduct of
their wives, when they observe your
chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

Titus 2:4-5

Admonish the young women to love
their husbands, to love their children,
to be discreet, chaste, homemakers,
good, obedient to their own hus-
bands, that the word of God may
not be blasphemed.

SERIES 1.19.5
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The word of God would come into great re-
proach if wives began using service to God as
an excuse to disobey and dishonor their hus-
bands. Such an act would be similar to that
deceit practiced by the Jews which Christ
condemned.

Mark 7:9-13

He said to them, "All too well you re-
ject the commandment of God, that
you may keep your tradition. For
Moses said, 'Honor your father and
your mother'; and, 'He who curses fa-
ther or mother, let him be put to
death.' But you say, 'If a man says to
his father or mother, "Whatever profit
you might have received from me is
Corban (that is, a gift to God), then
you no longer let him do anything for
his father or his mother, making the
word of God of no effect through your
tradition which you have handed
down. And many such things you do."

I do not believe Yahweh will approve of
a woman running away from her husband to
serve Him anymore than He would approve
of a servant running away from his master. In
Paul’s epistle to Philemon, he wrote about a
run away servant named Onesimus. One-
simus had converted to the faith and was de-
voted to Paul. He had fled from his master,
but Paul sent him back with a plea to Phile-
mon to treat Onesimus as a brother in Christ.
Yet, Paul did not command Philemon to set
him free. Paul only entreated Philemon to
treat Onesimus with kindness. Service to God
is not an excuse to violate that authority that
exists in other areas of our lives.

(For those who question why the Bible does

not condemn slavery, I recommend the writ-
ing titled Why the Bible Does Not Condemn
Slavery.)

In the Old Testament a daughter’s vow
of service to Yahweh was subject to her fa-
ther’s approval. Similarly, a wife’s vow of ser-
vice to Yahweh was subject to her husband’s
approval. (Numbers 30:3-16) The father, or
husband, could declare the woman’s vow of
service to be invalid. She would then be re-
leased from her vow of service to God. God
would not consider her an oath breaker for
not keeping her commitment to Him, for
Yahweh upholds the authority of the man in
the life of the woman. Similarly, the married
Christian woman is under the authority of
her husband. She must seek his approval to
serve Christ if that service would take her
away from her duties as a wife and mother. If
her husband approves, she is free to serve the
Lord according to the leading of the Spirit of
Christ.

There are times when Yahweh will also
approve of a woman working in some field of
secular employment. The Proverbs 31 woman
is set forth as an example of a godly woman.
She was very industrious.

Proverbs 31:16-18

She considers a field and buys it; From
her profits she plants a vineyard. She
girds herself with strength, and
strengthens her arms. She perceives
that her merchandise is good, and her
lamp does not go out by night.

Although the work described here could
be considered a “cottage industry,” some-
thing that can be done from home, there are
women who are guided by the Father to labor
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outside the home. The godly woman will seek
to discern the will of God for her life, and to
follow wherever He guides. She will not view
the world and its opportunities as a means to
pursue a selfish agenda. She will seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness.

It must be considered an unusual event
for a married woman with children to work
outside the home, however. The admonition
of the apostles is for women to be “keepers at
home.” A woman should not abdicate her role
as teacher, nurturer, nutritional supervisor,
spiritual counselor, or home front prayer
warrior, etc., for any other reason than be-
cause Yahweh has given her command to do
so. Most women today are abandoning the
role of homemaker for soulish reasons. Yah-
weh will judge the thoughts and intentions of
the heart (Hebrews 4:12).

Society, and even the Federal govern-
ment of the United States, has put a lot of
pressure upon women to abandon the home
and enter the work force. This push began in
earnest during the two world wars at the be-
ginning of the 20t century. So many men
were sent overseas in the military that the
government began advocating it to be the pa-
triotic duty of the woman to enter the work-
force. Some rather bizarre arguments were
set forth. They would be comical if not for the
terrible toll that has resulted as families have
disintegrated. Following is an excerpt from a
government brochure put out during World
War II. It was published to convince the
women of Mobile, Alabama, a major muni-
tions and shipbuilding area, to leave home
and enter the workforce.

If Hitler Came to Mobile...

Every woman would defend her home
with a gun, a knife, or her bare fingers.

But...

Hitler and his hordes will not come if
women will help to build ships, more
ships to transport our men, tanks,
planes and munitions to the battle
lines on other continents - or if women
take other jobs directly aiding the war
effort...

To the Women of Mobile...

You are needed in the war jobs, and in
other essential civilian jobs directly
aiding the war effort in Mobile NOW.
Manpower has been practically ex-
hausted. Housing available at this time
will not permit the bringing into Mo-
bile of the thousands of additional
workers required for the shipyards and
other war and essential industries. We
must depend upon you - upon woman-
power. There are idle machines in war
plants which you can operate. There
are idle jobs in the shipyards which
you can fill. There are jobs in stores,
offices, transportation, restaurants,
hospitals in which you can render es-
sential war service.

Hitler will not come to our shores if we
build the ships which can transport
our soldiers and our war material
overseas...

[Source:
http://www.archives.gov/southeast/e
ducation/resources-by-
state/images/wwii-flyer.pdf]

These words, and many more, were used
to persuade women to leave the occupation of
homemaker. Many found that earning their
own money, and laboring outside the home,
was attractive in various ways. Satan has bat-
tered the image of the stay-at-home mother

SERIES 1.19.5
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while glamorizing the image of the career
woman. Even the most arduous, dirty, and
dangerous jobs were portrayed as a fitting
pursuit for women, while staying home was
cast as something less appealing. Following
is an image taken from the Internet of one
of the war time ads that were used to lure
women out of the homes and into the labor

force.

Rosie the Riveter

(Note that the image above was taken from
the website called Jezebel. They tag all of
their images with their website name. I
thought it was fitting to leave it in place.)

This iconic image drawn by Norman
Rockwell has become a symbol of the
women’s movement. It is fitting that she ap-
pears very masculine. She has the arms and
the mannerisms of a man. Notice that Rosie

has a copy of Mein Kampf, Hitler’s autobi-
ography, under her feet. What a ridiculous
ploy Satan used to draw women into the
workforce and out of the home; Women
need to abandon the role of homemaker to
defeat Hitler. Yet it succeeded.

The second world war became the
gateway for millions of women to enter the
labor force. A critical mass was reached
whereby women working outside the home
was no longer considered unusual, or unde-
sirable. The entire attitude of the country
was altered. During World War II the fe-
male labor force grew by 6.5 million. At the
height of the war, there were 19,170,000
women in the labor force. One in ten mar-
ried women entered the labor force. The
percentage of married women working out-
side the home increased from 13.9 to 22.5.
The percentage of working women with
children under 10 years of age increased
from 7.8 to 12.1 from 1940 to 1944. From
1940 to 1944, the percentage of women
workers employed in factories increased
from 20 to 30 percent. Female employment
in defense industries grew by 462 percent
from 1940 to 1944. Between 1943 and 1945,
polls indicated that 61 to 85 percent of
women workers wanted to keep their jobs
after the war.

The genie is now out of the bottle.
Christian women today give little thought to
working outside the home. This is a matter
that should be given deep consideration.
Yahweh has a plan and purpose for every
one of His daughters. It is important that
they discover what path He has chosen for
them.

In contrast to Jezebel stands the life
of Abigail. I have been impressed as I con-
sidered the wisdom and character of this
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woman and how it changed the heart of
David and endeared her to him.

During the time that David had to
flee Israel to escape the wrath of King Saul,
he had about six hundred men join them-
selves to him and they became a traveling
band of warriors who would fight against
the enemies of Israel. At times, however,
they would attempt to settle down in one
location, and during one such time they
found themselves in a region where a
wealthy man by the name of Nabal pastured
his flocks. Shepherds at the time were al-
ways in danger from marauding bands who
would seek to come in and steal flocks and
kill or chase off the shepherds. David’s men,
however, not only restrained themselves
from stealing Nabal’s flocks, but they pro-
tected his shepherds and flocks from others.

At then end of the year when it came
time to shear the sheep, Nabal gave a huge
party and celebrated for many days. David
sent a couple of his young men as ambassa-
dors to Nabal anticipating that in his pros-
perity and great celebration he would desire
to reward David and his men for their ser-
vice in protecting his flocks and servants.
However, Nabal acted foolishly and he in-
sulted David and his men and he sent
David’s men back empty handed.

David was enraged when he heard of
Nabal’s insults. Nabal accused David of be-
ing a rebellious servant that had broken
away from King Saul. David, whose actions
were typically very humble, responded in
pride and swore that he would not leave a
single male living in Nabal’s household to
see the light of day. He and his men pro-
ceeded to go to Nabal’s home with the in-
tent of slaughtering everyone.

This would have been great sin had

David done what was in his heart. Yahweh
has said, “Vengeance is mine. I will repay”
(Deuteronomy 32:35, Romans 12:19). We
are advised to give place unto wrath and to
not take vengeance into our own hands.
Mercifully, Yahweh sent a wise and reverent
woman to dissuade David from his course.
Abigail acted quickly to intercept David. She
prepared a gift for David and his men, and
went quickly to meet them.

I Samuel 25:23-35

When Abigail saw David, she hurried
and dismounted from her donkey,
and fell on her face before David and
bowed herself to the ground. She fell
at his feet and said, "On me alone, my
lord, be the blame. And please let
your maidservant speak to you, and
listen to the words of your maidser-
vant. "Please do not let my lord pay
attention to this worthless man, Na-
bal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal
is his name and folly is with him; but
I your maidservant did not see the
young men of my lord whom you
sent. Now therefore, my lord, as Yah-
weh lives, and as your soul lives,
since Yahweh has restrained you
from shedding blood, and from
avenging yourself by your own hand,
now then let your enemies and those
who seek evil against my lord, be as
Nabal. Now let this gift which your
maidservant has brought to my lord
be given to the young men who ac-
company my lord. Please forgive the
transgression of your maidservant;
for Yahweh will certainly make for
my lord an enduring house, because
my lord is fighting the battles of Yah-

SERIES 1.19.5
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weh, and evil will not be found in you
all your days. Should anyone rise up
to pursue you and to seek your life,
then the life of my lord shall be
bound in the bundle of the living with
Yahweh your God; but the lives of
your enemies He will sling out as
from the hollow of a sling. And when
Yahweh does for my lord according to
all the good that He has spoken con-
cerning you, and appoints you ruler
over Israel, this will not cause grief or
a troubled heart to my lord, both by
having shed blood without cause and
by my lord having avenged himself.
When Yahweh deals well with my
lord, then remember your maidser-
vant." Then David said to Abigail,
"Blessed be Yahweh God of Israel,
who sent you this day to meet me,
and blessed be your discernment, and
blessed be you, who have kept me
this day from bloodshed and from
avenging myself by my own hand.
Nevertheless, as Yahweh God of Is-
rael lives, who has restrained me
from harming you, unless you had
come quickly to meet me, surely there
would not have been left to Nabal un-
til the morning light as much as one
male." So David received from her
hand what she had brought him and
said to her, "Go up to your house in
peace. See, I have listened to you and
granted your request."

Notice the order of events here. David
had been greatly dishonored by Nabal, and
this has provoked an offense in his heart.
Abigail begins by bowing before David. Her
first act is to demonstrate honor to him.
Abigail did not dismount her donkey, and

walk over and stand before David as an
equal. She demonstrated in a visible man-
ner an attitude of honor toward him.

Abigail, with great wisdom, then
speaks words to take away the pain of rejec-
tion and reproach David has experienced
from many other sources. It was no secret
that David had been anointed by Samuel to
be king and that Saul was seeking his life
due to jealousy. Nabal preferred to put his
own twisted interpretation on this, and it
was this that infuriated David so much.
David was suffering tremendous things. He
was the most faithful of servants to Saul, yet
he was treated as an enemy. He had to leave
family and home, and live as an alien in a
foreign land. Many times he remained just
one step ahead of Saul and certain death.
His life was a life of peril.

I am sure that David often wondered if
God would truly fulfill what He had prom-
ised to him. Living in caves and foreign
lands as an outcast must have caused his
heart to doubt and question what God had
promised. Nabal’s words accusing David of
being a rebellious servant to Saul must have
struck deep to his doubts and insecurities.

Look at Abigail’s words. She knows the
distress in David’s heart. She is a wise
woman and she perceives the issues that are
warring within David. She understands
what is necessary to raise him back to a
place of faith so that he will not act out of
his desperation and frustration. She assures
David of the surety of his calling, declaring
with great confidence that David will see
fulfilled all that Yahweh has spoken to him.

Abigail’s words were spoken in the
presence of David’s men. She elevated him
in the eyes of others. David needed some-
one to understand what had been promised
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to him. He needed someone to encourage
his heart when all the circumstances around
him were discouraging. He needed to hear
from the lips of another person that his
situation was not hopeless, but that Yahweh
would perform all He had spoken. Abigail’s
words were like a healing balm to David’s
aching heart. She encouraged him with
words of faith and hope, and as she did so
David’s desperation and pain was washed
away to be replaced with calm and peace
and the patience to wait upon Yahweh.

What perception was in the heart of
this woman! She did not go out and scold
David for wanting to destroy her family. She
did not tell him that the course he was on
was wicked. She affirmed him, encouraged
him and lifted him up. She brought back
hope in a time when he desperately needed
hope.

David relented of his intent to avenge
himself. He accepted Abigail’s gift and he
and his men returned. Yahweh exacted
vengeance for Nabal’s wickedness. The
Scriptures state that about ten days later
God struck Nabal and he died.

After this we read of David sending a
proposal to Abigail to make her his wife. It
should not be surprising that David desired
to be intimate with this woman, to keep her
close to him. Abigail affirmed David as a
man. She showed him great honor by her
words and actions. David’s heart was drawn
to the inner beauty of this woman’s life, and
he proposed marriage to her.

I Samuel 25:40-42

When the servants of David came to
Abigail at Carmel, they spoke to her,
saying, "David has sent us to you to

take you as his wife." She arose and
bowed with her face to the ground
and said, "Behold, your maidservant
is a maid to wash the feet of my lord's
servants." Then Abigail quickly arose,
and rode on a donkey, with her five
maidens who attended her; and she
followed the messengers of David and
became his wife.

There are many women today who
would describe Abigail’s attitude in a very
unflattering way, yet she was demonstrating
great godliness. In her comment, “Behold,
your maidservant is a maid to wash the feet
of my lord’s servants” she was expressing
the height of love. She was proclaiming that
she would lay down her own soul life with
its ambitions and desires that she might
seek the welfare and benefit of others. It is
questionable whether she spent much time
actually washing people’s feet, for she had
five maidens of her own to attend to her,
and later she lived as the wife of the king in
the king’s palace. She was expressing her
heart attitude, however. She was not enter-
ing into a marriage relationship with David
to get out of it what she could. Instead she
was seeking to give of herself.

Consider the description God has
given to us of the end of this vile woman.

IT Kings 9:31-37

As Jehu entered the gate, [Jezebel]
said, "Is it well, Zimri, your master's
murderer?" Then he lifted up his face
to the window and said, "Who is on
my side? Who?" And two or three of-
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ficials looked down at him. He said,
"Throw her down." So they threw her
down, and some of her blood was
sprinkled on the wall and on the
horses, and he trampled her under
foot. When he came in, he ate and
drank; and he said, "See now to this
cursed woman and bury her, for she
is a king's daughter." They went to
bury her, but they found nothing
more of her than the skull and the
feet and the palms of her hands.
Therefore they returned and told
him. And he said, "This is the word of
Yahweh, which He spoke by His ser-
vant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, "In
the property of Jezreel the dogs shall
eat the flesh of Jezebel; and the
corpse of Jezebel will be as dung on
the face of the field in the property of
Jezreel, so they cannot say, "This is
Jezebel.""

In this end we see how greatly de-
spised the spirit of Jezebel is to Yahweh.
God turned her into dog dung to be spread
unceremoniously upon the fields of Israel.
Sisters in Christ, is it not expedient that you
recognize both that which is displeasing, as
well as that which is pleasing to God? Do
you see the parable in the words above?
Jehu says, “See now to this cursed woman
and bury her, for she is a king’s daughter.”
If you are born again of the Spirit of Christ,
you too are a King’s daughter. God, how-
ever, is no respecter of persons. Each will be
recompensed according to what they have
done. Those daughters of the King who walk
in the spirit of Jezebel will be condemned
by God. Because they exalted themselves,
refused to take the low position, to serve
their husbands and wash the feet of the dis-

ciples of Christ, they will be cast down. They
will be treated as an unclean thing, and this
judgment will come from God.

In contrast, those women who have
adorned themselves modestly and dis-
creetly, who have manifested a gentle and
quiet spirit, who have beautified themselves
with a life of service to others, will receive
praise, honor, and reward from the Father.

I Peter 5:5-6

"God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble." Therefore hum-
ble yourselves under the mighty hand
of God, that He may exalt you in due
time.

[End of the book No Apologies]

Why the Bible Does NOT Condemn Slavery
Joseph Herrin (04-19-2010)

The following was written in response to a man
in jail who has been writing to me to express
sincere objections he has to the Bible and Chris-
tianity. He asked why Christ and the Bible did
not condemn slavery, for he views it as a great
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evil. The answer leads one back to the purpose
of this age, and reveals the misconception that
many men, including Christians, are harboring
in their minds. The answer leads one back to the
disciple's cross and the afflicted way.

Dear (Name Witheld),

You asked me why the Bible, and
Yahshua/Jesus, did not condemn slavery.
That is an excellent question, and the an-
swer is one that provides much insight into
the purpose of this present life that we are
living.

So many people (Christians included) have
the perspective that this present life is of
paramount importance. It is the only life
that many people know about. With this at-
titude, you can well understand why so
many people are seeking to attain to the
fullest, most satisfying life now. One of the
most popular Christian books in recent
years is Joel Osteen’s Your Best Life Now.

Such books and teachings reveal the apos-
tasy (falling away from the truth) of the
church. The church is doing the very thing
that the Scriptures condemn. They are seek-
ing to accumulate material possessions, and
are pursuing a life of ease and comfort.
They do so because they have adopted the
false mindset that this present life and age
was designed by God to be enjoyed by man.

It may seem bizarre to hear someone say
that this present life and age was not de-
signed to be enjoyed by man, but this is ac-
tually the case. This present age serves the
purpose of developing sons of God who will

share His character and image. This charac-
ter can only be attained through suffering.

Hebrews 5:7-8

In the days of His flesh, He offered up both
prayers and supplications with loud crying
and tears to the One able to save Him from
death, and He was heard because of His pi-
ety. Although He was a Son, He
learned obedience from the things
which He suffered.

This is the method by which ALL sons of
God must be perfected (brought to spiritual
maturity) and learn obedience.

Philippians 1:29

For to you it has been granted for Christ's
sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to
suffer for His sake...

The prophet Isaiah describes Christ as “a
man of sorrows and well acquainted with
grief.” This is the experience that is required
of all men in order to lead them to spiritual
maturity. As we are faced with difficulties,
distresses, suffering, and sorrow we are pro-
vided opportunities for the Spirit of Christ
to form within mankind the image of God.

Consider those things that are described as
fruits of God’s Spirit.

Galatians 5:22

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
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gentleness, self-control...

When do people have the opportunity to ex-
ercise the peace of God? It is not proven or
developed when their outer environment is
one of peace. The kingdom of God must be
established IN man. Divine peace is devel-
oped when our outer world is one of great
distress, and unrest. This is what Christ
demonstrated when He was sleeping in the
boat while the storm raged all around Him.
His disciples which were also in the boat be-
came full of fear and awoke Christ saying,
“Do you not care that we perish?”

Christ had found the place of rest. He knew
that He was not going to perish for His Fa-
ther was not done with Him yet. Despite the
outer circumstances He was able to main-
tain calm in His soul and abide in perfect
peace.

When do we have opportunity to develop
gentleness? Is it not when we are provoked?
It is when people mistreat us, or speak un-
kindly to us. The natural reaction of the Ad-
amic man is to respond in like manner, to
fight fire with fire. Yet Christ instructed
those who would be perfect (spiritually ma-
ture) to speak a blessing when cursed; when
slapped on the right cheek, to present to the
person the left cheek as well.

Christ demonstrated this as He went to the
cross. Peter tells us that “while being re-
viled, He did not revile in return. While suf-
fering, He uttered no threats.” Christ was as
a lamb led to the slaughter. There was no
other way for Him to demonstrate spiritual

maturity than to be put into very unpleasant
situations.

The same is true of patience. We only can
develop God’s patience when we are put in
situations that our natural mind screams
out to be released from. It is therefore nec-
essary for God to subject His sons to experi-
ences that they do not find comfortable or
easy. As they come to a place of rest in the
midst of what may be very difficult circum-
stances, the nature of God, revealed in the
character of peace, is formed in them.

The same is true of self-control, persever-
ance, and so on. We only can develop these
things when we are tested, sometimes se-
verely.

Seeing that God has determined that this
present time is for the perfecting of His
sons, He must choose to subject them to
many difficult things. Comfort and ease and
pleasure do not promote the fruit of the
Spirit.

The Bible has testified that the church
would fall away from the truth. They would
equate material prosperity and worldly
blessing with spirituality. This is what Joel
Osteen and a host of others have done. This
is the predominant thinking of the church
today. What they do not understand is that
as they set their focus upon a life that is
pleasant to them they are avoiding the ex-
periences that are needed to develop spiri-
tually mature sons and daughters.

In God’s sight, this present life is but a mo-
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ment. There are long ages to come in which
His sons are destined to share in His glory
and to exercise His power and authority.
Yet, many will receive very little of any of
these things because they have not labored
to qualify themselves. They have avoided
the difficult path that alone could mold
them into God’s nature and character.

When you read the Bible you find that the
very ones that God loved the most, He sub-
jected to very difficult experiences. He did
this for their good, including His own Son.

David knew years of difficulty, living in wil-
derness places, being persecuted by Saul,
knowing reproach and sorrow. Yet it was as
he responded in a godly manner to these ex-
periences that the nature of God was
formed in David. Yahweh was therefore able
to make David ruler of His people.

The same is seen in the life of Joseph. Jo-
seph was given dreams of promotion, of rul-
ing and reigning. Yet the path to this ad-
vancement and honor was exceedingly diffi-
cult. While his brothers were living as free
men, doing whatever they chose to do, Jo-
seph was sold as a slave into Egypt. Later
Joseph was falsely accused by his master’s
wife of sexual transgression and he was put
in prison. His life was one of slavery and
servitude. It was very difficult.

We read, however, that every place Joseph
was put he was faithful. He did not wallow
in self-pity, or grow angry with God. He did
not abandon his faith. He continued to pur-
sue behavior that Yahweh could honor and

the day came when he was spiritually ma-
ture enough for God to promote him. God
made Joseph ruler of Egypt, second only to
Pharaoh. He was given honor and power
and authority.

The process of Joseph’s preparation serves
as a parable for all mankind. God is seeking
sons that He can promote. He is looking for
those that He can bestow His honor and au-
thority upon. These sons must be matured
spiritually first. They must all walk a very
difficult path so that patience, gentleness,
humility, self-control, perseverance, peace,
and such things as these might be formed in
them.

This is the reason God has not condemned
slavery. God takes a much larger view of
things than man does. He knows that the
experiences of Joseph as a slave and a pris-
oner were used to bring about godly charac-
ter. So too will godly character be formed in
all who can experience such things while
yielding to the leading of the Spirit of God
rather than responding according to the
natural man’s fallen nature.

Of course, it does not benefit a man at all to
experience hardships, distresses, difficul-
ties, and injustice if he does not choose to
respond with peace, forgiveness, and other
behaviors manifesting the nature of God.
He will merely be hardened in his fallen na-
ture, and will become bitter, angry, venge-
ful, depressed, or self-pitying.

This is why Christians are called to fight the
good fight of faith. Responding in a godly
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manner to adversity is not the natural man’s
normal response. It is a position that must
be fought to attain unto.

God takes a much larger view of things, and
He knows that a man can develop spiritu-
ally while a slave as well as a free man. It is
all about attitude. Indeed, being free can be
a great hindrance to a man unless he be-
comes a willing slave to God.

I Corinthians 7:20-22

Let each man remain in that condition in
which he was called. Were you called while
a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you
are able also to become free, rather do that.
For he who was called in the Lord while a
slave, is the Lord's freedman; likewise he
who was called while free, is Christ's slave.

Do you see what is proclaimed here? To be
acceptable in God’s sight a man who is free
must surrender his freedom to Christ. He
must choose to not live for his own will and
desires, but rather for the will and desires of
God. He must make himself God’s bondser-
vant, a willing slave.

Philippians 2:5-7

Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Yahshua, who, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery
to be equal with God, but made Himself of
no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant...

Christ was the perfect example of this prin-
ciple. He freely subjected Himself to the will

of His Father. He never sought to please
Himself. He always sought to please God.
Even when His Father revealed that it was
His will for Yahshua to die a death on the
cross, He said, “Not My will, but Your will
be done.” This is true submission to the will
of another.

The apostles and church leaders manifested
this same attitude.

Romans 1:1

Paul, a bondservant of Yahshua
Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to
the gospel of God...

James 1:1

James, a bondservant of God and of
the Lord Yahshua Christ...

II Peter 1:1

Simon Peter, a bondservant and apos-
tle of Yahshua Christ...

Jude 1

Jude, a bondservant of Yahshua
Christ...

These men had freedom, but they gave up
their freedom to become slaves of another.
It is no more difficult for a slave to do such
a thing than for a freeman. All can be con-
formed to the nature of Christ if they will
surrender their own will to do the will of an-
other.
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Slavery in the eyes of God is therefore not
harmful to a man’s spiritual development.
In truth, it may be quite helpful. This is why
God chose to subject Joseph to a life of slav-
ery while his brother lived as freemen.

If our mind is upon pleasing ourselves, then
slavery will certainly appear as a great evil.
If we think this life is all there is, then it will
seem unjust for any man to be deprived of
liberty and a pursuit of happiness. If we
have the mind of Christ we will understand
that we are not called to please ourselves
and this life is far from all there is.

I Timothy 5:6

But she who lives in pleasure is dead while
she lives.

Proverbs 14:12

There is a way which seems right to a man,
but its end is the way of death.

God has testified that His thoughts are not
man’s thoughts, nor are His ways man’s
ways. He considers the one who is living for
pleasure to be dead already. They will forfeit
long ages of ruling with Christ, sharing in
His glory, power and authority.
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PARABLES PRECEPT— Famous Hymns: Crown Him with Many

Crowns

Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;

Hark! How the heav'nly anthem
drowns

All music but its own!
Awake, my soul and sing
Of Him Who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless
King

Through all eternity.

Crown Him the Lord of love!
Behold His hands and side—
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.

No angel in the sky

Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bends His
wond’ring eye

At mysteries so bright.

Crown Him the Lord of life!
Who triumphed o’er the grave,
Who rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save.

His glories now we sing,

Who died, and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring,
And lives that death may die.

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n!
One with the Father known,

Qn,e with the Spirit through Him
givn

From yonder glorious throne,
To Thee be endless praise,

For Thou for us hast died;

Be Thou, O Lord, through end-
less days

Adored and magnified.

Written by Matthew Bridges,
1852



