
This edition of the Par-

ables Bookshelf News-

letter continues the book 

No Apologies—A Bibli-

cal Teaching on Godly 

Womanhood. 

Have you ever consid-

ered why the topic of 

submission results in so 

much dissension and  I 

so many objections to-

day? It is because sinful 

men and women want to 

do their own thing. They 

want to live for self. An-

ton LaVey, founder of 

the Satanic Church in 

America, said that the 

entirety of Satan’s law is 

summed up in the words, 

“Do What Thou Wilt.” 

In other words, “Please 

yourself.” Submission is 

about pleasing another, 

which is why sinful peo-

ple despise it so much. 
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Food for Thought 

All the disciplines of a godly woman are about submitting your will 

to God’s loving rule in daily life.  Reject the popular voices that en-

tice you to put your needs first, to protect your self-interest and 

rights, to push at God-given boundaries. 
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Scripture Memory 

I Peter 3:3-4 

And let not your adornment be ex-
ternal - braiding the hair, and wear-
ing gold jewelry, or putting on 
dresses; but let it be the hidden per-
son of the heart, with the imperish-
able quality of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is precious in the sight 
of God. 



The Worth of a Woman 
 

A considerable part of the backlash 
against the teaching of Yahweh’s role and pur-
pose for women is that many people equate 
status in this world with a person’s value, or 
worth. Many women fear that, if they subject 
themselves to men, they will be viewed and 
treated as having a lower intrinsic worth, or 
value, than the man. Some even fear that in 
accepting the testimony of Scripture, that 
woman was created for man, that Yahweh 
might esteem the woman to be of less value 
than the man. This latter conclusion is surely 
false. Yahweh loves women with a perfect love. 
Yahweh loves His daughters as much as His 
sons. 

Many men treat women as if they were of 
lesser value, but it is in patiently and humbly 
bearing up under such injustice that women 
(and men) find the fruit of the Spirit being 
formed in their lives. Accepting patiently the 
injustices of others finds great favor with God. 

 

I Peter 2:18-20 

Servants, be submissive to your masters 
with all respect, not only to those who 
are good and gentle, but also to those 
who are unreasonable. For this finds 
favor, if for the sake of conscience to-
ward God a person bears up under sor-
rows when suffering unjustly. For what 
credit is there if, when you sin and are 
harshly treated, you endure it with pa-
tience? But if when you do what is right 
and suffer for it you patiently endure it, 
this finds favor with God. 

 

These words apply to women in their re-
lationships to their husbands, as well as ser-
vants with their masters. Peter segues from 

these words directly into an admonition to 
women in the church. 

 

I Peter 3:1-2 

In the same way, you wives, be submis-
sive to your own husbands so that even 
if any of them are disobedient to the 
word, they may be won without a word 
by the behavior of their wives, as they 
observe your chaste and respectful be-
havior. 

 

A master is not manifesting behavior that 
is pleasing to Yahweh by acting in an uncom-
passionate, or harsh manner, to his servants. 
Similarly, a man is disobedient to the word of 
God if he treats his wife as if she is of less 
worth than himself. Rank is not an indicator of 
value in God’s sight.  

 

I Peter 3:7 

You husbands in the same way, live with 
your wives in an understanding way, as 
with someone weaker, since she is a 
woman; and show her honor as a 
fellow heir of the grace of life, so 
that your prayers will not be hindered. 

 

In this present age Yahweh has estab-
lished a governmental order that places man 
under the rule of Christ, and woman under the 
rule of man. Women likewise have a sphere of 
authority in which they rule, for they are 
placed in authority over their children, and 
may have servants under them as well. This 
gives both men and women an opportunity to 
practice conformity to Christ as they learn how 
to humble themselves under divinely ap-
pointed authority, and to demonstrate the gen-
tle and meek nature of Christ as they exercise 
authority over others. 
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It will often happen that a person under 
authority is found faithful and pleasing to the 
Father even while the one who rules over them 
is disobedient. This does not cause the one un-
der authority to be disadvantaged. In truth, 
they have more opportunity to demonstrate 
faith and obedience to God as they bear up pa-
tiently when suffering unjustly. A woman 
should never declare that she will be a submis-
sive wife only when her husband gets his act 
together. I have heard numerous women say 
that they will honor their husbands when they 
begin to act honorably. This is great error. It is 
the will of Christ that servants prove them-
selves faithful when they have wicked masters, 
and that wives remain chaste and respectful 
when they have disobedient husbands. As they 
do so, the wives can gain great favor with God 
even while their husbands are heaping up 
judgment upon themselves. 

The apostle Peter declared that women 
are “fellow heirs of the grace of life.” The word 
“heirs” reveals that Peter is speaking of inheri-
tance. In the Law women did not receive an 
inheritance with the men. If a man had sons 
and daughters, the land of his forefathers was 
to be passed onto his sons. His daughters were 
not to receive an inheritance in this way. The 
only exception was when a man had no sons. 
Then the man’s property went to his daughters 
(Numbers 27:1-8). 

When it came to inheritance, the Law 
treated women no differently than slaves. 
Slaves did not receive an inheritance in the 
land of Israel, neither could a Gentile. Only 
male descendants of Abraham received the 
promised land as an inheritance. 

The apostle Paul declared that in Christ 
the rules of inheritance have changed. In the 
kingdom of God all may share an inheritance 
with Christ. In the third chapter of Galatians 
Paul establishes this truth. Both at this time, 
and in the age to come, men and women, slave 
and free, Jew and Gentile, can all be accounted 

as heirs of the grace of life that is found in 
Christ. When the subject of inheritance comes 
up, Yahweh makes no distinction based upon 
gender, societal status, or natural descent. The 
Law does not determine who will inherit the 
promises of God in Christ. 

 

Galatians 3:18 

For if the inheritance is based on law, it 
is no longer based on a promise... 

 

As Christians, me must not confuse a per-
son’s status in this life with their worthiness in 
the eyes of God. Christ declared that many who 
are first at this time will be last in the age to 
come, and many who are last now will be first 
in the resurrection of the dead (Luke 13:30). A 
person’s status in the age to come is dependent 
upon whether they walked humbly and faith-
fully before God and man in this age. Many 
servants cannot escape their servitude, but nei-
ther do they accept it with grace. Similarly, 
many women do not accept their role as helper 
to their husband with grace. Those who mani-
fest complaint, murmuring, rebellion, clamor, 
envy, and discontent will not only be last in 
this age, but in the age to come as well. 

Yahweh’s instruction to wives and to ser-
vants are the same. Even as wives are exhorted 
to be subject to their own husbands in every-
thing, servants are commanded to be subject to 
their masters. 

 

Titus 2:9-10 

Urge bondslaves to be subject to their 
own masters in everything, to be well-
pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfer-
ing, but showing all good faith so that 
they will adorn the doctrine of God our 
Savior in every respect. 
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Does God view those who are the last in 
this age as of lesser worth than those who are 
first? Absolutely not. If a man or woman 
proves themselves faithful in service to God 
and others they will be approved by Yahweh 
and honored in the age to come. Joseph’s life 
provides a type and testimony of this truth. Jo-
seph was sold into slavery in Egypt. Joseph’s 
enslavement was unfair. His brothers had sold 
him due to jealousy. Nevertheless, Joseph 
proved himself to be a faithful servant seeking 
the welfare of his master. No one was more 
faithful than Joseph, and his master promoted 
him. 

When Joseph was falsely accused of try-
ing to rape his master’s wife, he was cast into 
prison. Now he was as low as a man could pos-

sibly go. He was not a 
free man. He was a 
slave. Yet, he was less 
than a slave. He was a 
slave in prison. Joseph 
had been doubly 
abased, but even in the 
prison he manifested 
an excellent spirit and 

everything he did prospered. After years of pa-
tient and humble service Yahweh placed great 
honor upon Joseph. He was promoted to the 
right hand of Pharaoh. 

Joseph’s life serves as a parable for all 
those who would receive promotion and honor 
at Yahweh’s hands. If we prove ourselves faith-
ful as servants, the day will come when we re-
ceive great honor. The woman should consider 
the call to serve her husband a great opportu-
nity to exhibit that humility and faithfulness 
that is pleasing to God. Yahweh has told the 
woman what His will is. The way before her is 
clearly marked. Those who manifest an excel-
lent spirit in serving their husband, continu-
ously seeking his welfare, will receive a glori-
ous inheritance and great honor in the ages to 
come. There will be no distinction at that time 
between male or female, slave or free, Jew or 

Gentile. 

 

Galatians 3:26-29 

For you are all sons of God through 
faith in Christ Yahshua. For all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free man, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Yahshua. And if you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham's descendants, 
heirs according to promise. 

 

Notice the word “heirs” again in this pas-
sage. Many have misapplied these words, sug-
gesting that Paul is negating all differences be-
tween the sexes. This is not so. Paul is speaking 
of inheritance, not governmental order. Paul is 
declaring that God sees all men and women the 
same when it comes to inheritance. All may 
prove themselves worthy of Christ’s inheri-
tance in the saints. 

Those who contend that Paul was negat-
ing any differences in gender roles with the  
preceding words are doing violence to the 
Scriptures. They are ignoring Paul’s many in-
structions to women in the church to subject 
themselves to men. If Paul is stating here that 
women need not subject themselves to men, 
then he must also be saying that servants need 
not subject themselves to their masters. Not 
only did Paul declare in the third chapter of 
Galatians that there is neither male nor female, 
he also said there is neither slave nor free. 
Paul, however, is speaking of inheritance in 
Christ. He is not giving a teaching on the 
proper attitude to have toward government. 
He addressed the subject of government in 
other passages. 
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Ephesians 6:5-8 

Slaves, be obedient to those who are 
your masters according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling, in the sincerity 
of your heart, as to Christ; not by way of 
eye-service, as men-pleasers, but as 
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart. With good will render 
service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 
knowing that whatever good thing each 
one does, this he will receive back from 
the Lord, whether slave or free.  

 

Even as slaves will receive back from the 
Lord according to how faithfully they con-
ducted themselves as servants, so too will 
women receive recompense from the Lord. 
Yahshua has testified: 

 

Revelation 22:12 

"Behold, I am coming quickly, and My 
reward is with Me, to render to every-
one according to what he has done.” 

 

There have been men, like Joseph, who 
served other men as slaves, and their service 
found great favor with God. Daniel is another 
example. As a young man Daniel was taken 
into captivity to Babylon and made a servant of 
the king. Daniel did not rebel, nor wallow in 
self-pity, nor manifest a self-seeking attitude. 
Daniel was the most faithful of all the king’s 
subjects. Not even Daniel’s enemies were able 
to find fault with his service to the king. 

 

 Daniel 6:4-5 

Then the commissioners and satraps 
began trying to find a ground of accusa-
tion against Daniel in regard to govern-
ment affairs; but they could find no 
ground of accusation or evidence of cor-

ruption, inasmuch as he was faithful, 
and no negligence or corruption was to 
be found in him. Then these men said, 
"We will not find any ground of accusa-
tion against this Daniel unless we find it 
against him with regard to the law of his 
God." 

 

Like Joseph many years before, Daniel 
bloomed where he was planted, even when his 
life seemed unjust, and his position was one of 
slavery. Did Yahweh think less of these men 
because of their status in this world? No! 
Daniel received the highest praise from God. 
When Daniel was seeking the Lord with 
prayers and fasting, Yahweh sent an angelic 
messenger to speak to him. This messenger 
declared: 

 

Daniel 9:22-23 

"O Daniel, I have now come forth to give 
you insight with understanding. At the 
beginning of your supplications the 
command was issued, and I have come 
to tell you, for you are highly es-
teemed; so give heed to the message 
and gain understanding of the vision.” 

 

The esteem God had for Daniel had no 
relationship to his position in this world. The 
same is true for women. I am convinced be-
yond any doubt that there have been many 
women who were more highly esteemed by 
God than the majority of men. Christ chose 
twelve men to be His disciples and apostles, 
yet it was not to any of them that He appeared 
first after His resurrection. The first person to 
see the resurrected Christ was a woman. 

John 20:11-18 

Mary was standing outside the tomb 
weeping; and so, as she wept, she 
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stooped and looked into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white sitting, one 
at the head and one at the feet, where 
the body of Yahshua had been lying. 
And they said to her, "Woman, why are 
you weeping?" She said to them, 
"Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid Him." When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus stand-
ing there, and did not know that it was 
Yahshua. Yahshua said to her, "Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?" Supposing Him to be the gar-
dener, she said to Him, "Sir, if you have 
carried Him away, tell me where you 
have laid Him, and I will take Him 
away." Yahshua said to her, "Mary!" She 
turned and said to Him in Hebrew, 
"Rabboni!" (which means, Teacher). 
Yahshua said to her, "Stop clinging to 
Me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to My brethren and say 
to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and 
your Father, and My God and your 
God.’" Mary Magdalene came, announc-
ing to the disciples, "I have seen the 
Lord," and that He had said these things 
to her. 

 

Was it not a great honor to be the first 
among all mankind to see the resurrected 
Lord? Those who confuse governmental order 
with the love of God would certainly think that 
Christ would reveal Himself first to a man. I 
am persuaded, however, that the one who 
loved Christ the most saw Him first. He could 
not delay in bringing comfort to one who was 
so grieved at being separated from Him. Notice 
how she clung to the feet of Yahshua when He 
appeared. Mary did not want to ever be sepa-
rated from her Lord again. 

Sisters in Christ, I ask you, if rumor had 
gone out that you had died, and you knew that 

this saying was causing distress among your 
family and friends, who would you show your-
self to first to demonstrate that you were actu-
ally alive? Would it not be the one you knew 
would be the most grieved to experience your 
loss? Would not your love for that person com-
pel you to go straightway to them? 

I know of no greater testimony in Scrip-
ture that women are counted as worthy of the 
love and favor of God as men than the fact that 
Christ showed Himself to Mary Magdalene be-
fore He showed Himself to any other. Not even 
John, the beloved disciple, met the resurrected 
Christ before Mary. 

God does not judge as man judges. Man 
is impressed with position, success, and fame. 
God, however, looks upon the heart. He knows 
those who love Him. He sees that it is often 
those without position, even in the church, 
who are the most faithful and devoted. The Bi-
ble tells us that Christ had twelve male disci-
ples whom He handpicked. Only one of them 
was mentioned as being present at His cruci-
fixion. All others had fled. Only John was in 
attendance. Yet among the women who had 
followed Him, we are told that there was a 
number present during this darkest, and most 
sorrowful moment of His life. 

 

John 19:25 

But standing by the cross of Yahshua 
were His mother, and His mother's sis-
ter, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 

 

The male disciples of Christ had fled, 
fearing the persecution of the Jewish leaders 
and the Romans. The threat was just as immi-
nent for these women, but not even fear for 
their lives could keep them from the One they 
loved so dearly. It is significant to note that the 
one male disciple who was present at the cruci-
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fixion of Christ was known for his love of 
Christ, and Christ’s deep love for him. 

 

John 19:26-27 

When Yahshua then saw His mother, 
and the disciple whom He loved stand-
ing nearby, He said to His mother, 
"Woman, behold, your son!" Then He 
said to the disciple, "Behold, your 
mother!" From that hour the disciple 
took her into his own household. 

 

Does it not speak volumes about the 
value of women in the eyes of God that one of 
Christ’s last acts was to appoint John as the 
caretaker of His mother? Was it not love that 
drove Him to look past His own suffering, and 
feel the pain of the sword that pierced His 
mother’s heart. 

That women are greatly valued in the 
eyes of God is further attested to in the fact 
that the purest religion is described in the fol-
lowing manner. 

 

James 1:27 

Pure and undefiled religion in the sight 
of our God and Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their dis-
tress, and to keep oneself unstained by 
the world. 

 

Yahweh has great compassion for 
women. The widow is ever before His sight. 
Yahweh does not love women any less because 
they were created “for man.” He does not see 
them as of less worth than man because they 
are called to subject themselves. Yahweh’s gov-
ernment, and His grace are two separate sys-
tems. 

The Bible describes the woman as 

“weaker” than the man (I Peter 3:7). Does it 
not move the heart with compassion to see 
those who are weak persevering, overcoming 
their fears, and going where those much 
stronger than they are unwilling to go? I am 
sure the ten male disciples of Christ who were 
absent at His crucifixion later rued the fact 
that they were not present when John and a 
group of women were. Did it not move the 
heart of God the Father to know that these 
women were present to provide solace and 
comfort to His Son in His hour of suffering? I 
do not doubt that a great reward awaits them. 

In the days that followed the crucifixion, 
the women continued to be subject to men. 
Christ did not appoint any women to be apos-
tles, or leaders in the church. The governmen-
tal order of man being the head of woman con-
tinued. At the same 
time, the system of 
grace continued. 
Women were present 
in the upper room on 
Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit was given. 
They became partakers 
of the Spirit of Christ the same as the men. 
Women are assured that in the resurrection 
they will receive inheritance along with men. 
Many who are the last, the lowest, and the least 
in this world will be first in the age to come. 
Such is the marvelous grace of our Father. 

Sisters in Christ, there are men in this 
age who will judge with wicked motives. There 
are men who will act unjustly. Many will con-
fuse authority with a person’s worth. Those 
who are humble will be taken advantage of. 
Take comfort in knowing that God sees all 
things. He weighs the hearts. His eyes roam to 
and fro throughout the earth that He might 
strongly support those whose hearts are wholly 
His (II Chronicles 16:9). Will He not give much 
grace to those who are lightly esteemed in this 
age, yet serve with faithfulness and patience? 
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In the age to come I am convinced that many 
women who were unknown to the world will 
receive honor and praise from the Father. The 
woman who devoted herself to her husband’s 
welfare, who raised children, who was a keeper 
at home, who prayed faithfully, who was a 
model of good works, who washed the feet of 
the saints; to her will belong glory and honor 
and praise in the ages to come. 

 

Keepers at Home 
 

What is the mind of Christ regarding 
women being homemakers? Is it the will of 
God for Christian women to pursue careers 
outside of the home? Is there a norm, a stan-
dard role within the home that Yahweh has ap-
pointed for women who aspire to godliness? 
Are there exceptional cases where God will di-
rect a woman to deviate from this pattern to 
fulfill some other purpose that He has deter-
mined? 

As I begin to delve into these issues, let 
me affirm that Yahweh does have a specific 
plan and purpose for the life of every son and 
daughter. The Scriptures reveal that God has a 
predetermined path appointed for everyone 
who comes to Him. He has prepared every 
work beforehand that the saints in Christ are 
to accomplish. 

 

Ephesians 2:10 

For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Yahshua for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them. 

 

A foundational theme that Yahweh has 
directed me to proclaim to His people (men 
and women) is that He does have a very spe-
cific will and plan for each of our lives. Our 

success as Christians, as sons and daughters of 
God, will be determined by our perceptiveness 
in identifying God’s will for our lives, and our 
obedience to do all that He has determined. To 
be a disciple of Christ we must lay down our 
own plans and agendas and embrace whole-
heartedly that path God has chosen for us. 

The second book which the Spirit of 
Christ directed me to write was titled Sabbath. 
This book explores the spiritual meaning of 
Sabbath rest. The church has largely focused 
on the types and shadows of Sabbath in the 
Old Testament. They see the laws relating to 
the cessation of labor one day out of the week. 
These Old Testament laws and ordinances 
were given to direct the saints to the substance 
of Sabbath rest to be obtained in Christ. The 
Son of God was the first man to ever fulfill the 
Sabbath rest of God.  Paul defines this rest in 
the following words. 

 

Hebrews 4:9-10 

There remains therefore a [Sabbath] 
rest for the people of God. For he who 
has entered His rest has himself also 
ceased from his works as God did from 
His. 

 

True Sabbath rest is defined as ceasing 
from our own works, those things our soul 
would direct us to do. Sabbath rest is living 
daily to accomplish the will of the Father. Sab-
bath rest is Christ living in and through the 
people of God. 

Yahshua is our pattern man. He always 
lived to do the will of the Father. He never did 
any work that arose from His own soul, His 
own intellect, will, or emotions. He was per-
fectly surrendered to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. He did only those things the Father re-
vealed to Him to do. 
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John 5:19-20 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son 
can do nothing of Himself, but what He 
sees the Father do; for whatever He 
does, the Son also does in like manner. 
For the Father loves the Son, and shows 
Him all things that He Himself does; 
and He will show Him greater works 
than these, that you may marvel.” 

 

Christ was always beholding the Father. 
The Father showed the Son all things that He 
would have Him to do. Christ was careful to do 
all that the Father revealed to Him. Yahshua 
would do nothing that arose from self, that is 
to say, from His own soul. He testified to this 
truth numerous times, and His words are re-
corded for us by the apostle John. 

 

John 5:30 

“I can do nothing on My own initiative... 
I do not seek My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me.” 

 

John 8:28 

So Yahshua said, “When you lift up the 
Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am He, and I do nothing on My own ini-
tiative.” 

 

John 8:42 

“For I have not even come on My own 
initiative, but He sent Me.” 

 

John 12:49 

“For I did not speak on My own initia-
tive, but the Father Himself who sent 
Me has given Me a commandment as to 
what to say and what to speak.” 

John 14:10 

“The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on My own initiative, but the Fa-
ther abiding in Me does His works.” 

 

Christ walked in perfect Sabbath rest. He 
did no works that arose from His soul. All of 
His decisions, actions, and words, were deter-
mined by the Father. He ever lived to do the 
Father’s will. If we abide in Christ, and He 
abides in us, we will find ourselves living the 
same life of rest. 

 

I John 2:6 

He who says he abides in Him ought 
himself also to walk just as He walked. 

 

I can say with all confidence that God 
does have a specific will for all of His daugh-
ters. He does care whether they remain at 
home, or whether they work; whether they 
raise families, or pursue a career, or ministry. 
It is requisite that every daughter of God dis-
cern what God’s specific will is for her life. 
Failing to do so will result in a life of self-
direction, personal initiative, and a failure to 
enter God’s rest. 

 

Hebrews 4:1 

Therefore, since a promise remains of 
entering His rest, let us fear lest any of 
you seem to have come short of it. 

 

 There is reason to fear falling short of 
the will of God for our lives. We will reap what 
we sow. If our lives were self-directed, God will 
not judge us to have been conformed to the life 
of His Son. Christ ever lived to do the Father’s 
will. He was attentive to the Father, inquiring 
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constantly to know what He would have Him 
do, and He was careful to do all “in like man-
ner” as the Father revealed it to Him. 

If a woman chooses employment, or col-
lege and career, or even devotes herself to ful-
filling some vision of ministry, apart from be-
ing directed by God the Father to do so, she 
will be accounted as lawless in His sight. Con-
sider the message of the following words of 
Christ. 

 

Matthew 7:21-23 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘LORD!,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father who is in 
heaven will enter. Many will say to Me 
on that day, ‘LORD!, did we not proph-
esy in Your name, and in Your name 
cast out demons, and in Your name per-
form many miracles?' And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DE-
PART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRAC-
TICE LAWLESSNESS.’” 

 

Yahshua is not condemning those here 
who are doing overtly evil actions. He is not 
saying that adulterers and murderers and liars 
and thieves will be judged as evil doers. He is 
speaking of men and women who are casting 
out demons, prophesying, and performing 
miracles. Why then are they declared as 
“lawless”? The answer is found in the opening 
sentence of this passage. “He who does the will 
of My Father who is in heaven will enter (the 
kingdom of heaven).” If the Father has given 
you no command to do a work, even an appar-
ently good work, you are out from under au-
thority. To be out from under authority is to be 
accounted as lawless. 

A person’s soul can direct them to do 
good works and God will despise those works. 
Why? Only that which He commands is ap-

proved in His sight. All else is striving and 
works of the flesh. It is not enough to do good 
works. We must do those works God has ap-
pointed to us. 

When Christ went to the Pool of Bethesda 
we are told that there were a multitude of sick 
and injured present waiting for the stirring of 
the waters that they might be healed. Christ 
healed one man who had lain there for thirty-
eight years. He then departed and hid Himself. 
He left the multitude in the condition in which 
He found them, for He had no command from 
the Father to heal all of them. (John 5) 

How many Christians today having the 
power to work miracles and to heal the sick 
would have acted with such restraint? Many 
Christians consider only what they are able to 
do. They do not consider whether God has 
commanded them to do it. A need does not 
constitute a calling. In the book of Acts we read 
that the apostle Paul and those with him had 
perceived a great need in Asia. There were 
multitudes of people dwelling there, and the 
gospel of Christ was unknown. Nevertheless, it 
was not the will of God that Paul take the gos-
pel to Asia. The Father had other fields of labor 
prepared for the apostle. 

 

Acts 16:6-10 

Now when they had gone through Phry-
gia and the region of Galatia, they were 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach 
the word in Asia. After they had come to 
Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit did not permit them. So pass-
ing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 
And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night. A man of Macedonia stood and 
pleaded with him, saying, "Come over to 
Macedonia and help us." Now after he 
had seen the vision, immediately we 
sought to go to Macedonia, concluding 
that the Lord had called us to preach the 
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gospel to them. 

 

Is it not evident that God has a specific 
will for His sons and daughters? Those who are 
mature are led by the Spirit in all their works. 

 

Romans 8:14 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, these are sons of God. 

 

Christ was a mature Son, and He did only 
that which He saw the Father doing. If we are 
to follow in His steps we must live as He lived. 
The invitation of Christ is “Come, take up your 
cross, and follow Me.” We must be equally sur-
rendered to the direction of the Spirit of God in 
our lives as He was. 

Let us return now to the subject of 
women and their occupations. Many Christian 
women spend decades of their adult lives 
working in jobs and careers outside the home. 
In many cases, indeed the majority of them, 
the woman was led to this life consuming ac-
tivity by the counsel of her own soul. She did 
what seemed good and desirable, according to 
the reasoning of her mind, rather than seeking 
the mind of the Father to know what He would 
command her to do. Christian women in great 
numbers are leaving their infant children in 
the hands of daycare services and babysitters 
while they go off to work outside the home. 
They have given the training and education of 
their older children to the godless public 
schools that promote a humanistic world view. 
They neglect the nutritional needs of their 
families, setting before them the dead, heavily 
processed convenience foods of the stores and 
restaurants. They neglect to pray for their hus-
bands and children, or to train up their chil-
dren in the knowledge and admonition of the 
Lord. Their time is demanded elsewhere. They 
have given themselves to careers, and activities 

outside the home, while neglecting to inquire 
of God about His will for them. Will He say 
“Well done, good and faithful servant,” when 
they have failed to do His will? What sorrow it 
will be to stand before Christ on the day of 
judgment and to hear the words, “Depart from 
Me you workers of lawlessness. I never knew 
you.” 

Before you assume that I have concluded 
that it is always wrong for a woman to work 
outside the home, hear what I have to say. I am 
speaking to those women who have made their 
life decisions independently of God. I am 
speaking to those who CANNOT say with 
Christ, “I do nothing of My own initiative. I 
only do the will of the Father.” The church by 
and large today knows very little of the cost of 
discipleship. Pastors and teachers encourage 
their congregations to envision the dreams and 
desires of their own souls and pray that God 
might fulfill all. This is not the teaching or ex-
ample of Christ. It is “anti-Christ.” 

 

James 4:3-4 

You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask with wrong motives, so that you 
may spend it on your pleasures. You 
adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility to-
ward God? 

 

The Christian woman today who finds 
her life conformed to that of the world around 
her should question how she arrived at this 
condition. Did God give her command to pur-
sue employment outside of the home, to labor 
to acquire the goods of the world, a nice home, 
a car, and many material things? Was it the 
direction of the Spirit that led her to abdicate 
her role as homemaker, wife, and mother while 
adopting the pattern of a world under the in-
fluence of Satan? 
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I do not doubt that there are occasions 
when Yahweh will direct a woman to work out-
side the home, to engage the assistance of 
other teachers for her children, or to give her-
self to some ministry besides homemaking. 
Yet, I am equally convinced that there are few 
women who can testify today that the life they 
are living is one which Yahweh gave them com-
mandment to live. If you are one who has fol-
lowed the crowd, following mindlessly the pat-
tern of other women in and out of the church, 
or you have been self-directed, determining 
the dreams and ambitions that you will pursue, 
I would awaken you to your great peril. Paul 
said, “Let us FEAR lest any fall short of enter-
ing into God’s rest.” It is the one who has 
ceased from THEIR OWN WORKS that has 
entered God’s rest. 

Has God given you commandment to live 
as you are living? 

The Scriptures reveal that there is a gen-
eral calling for women to be homemakers, de-
voted to family. This pattern is seen through-
out the Bible. It is observed in the lives of the 
godly women of old whose lives are set forth as 
examples to women who aspire to godliness 
today. Sarah is cited by the apostle Peter as an 
example of a godly woman whose life is to be 
emulated. She was a keeper at home. In Gene-
sis, when Abraham was greeted by some an-
gelic visitors, we read the following. 

 

Genesis 18:9 

Then they said to him, "Where is 
Sarah your wife?" And he said, "There, 
in the tent." 

 

In contrast, Jezebel serves as a type to be 
avoided. Jehu describes Jezebel as a harlot. 

 

 

II Kings 9:22 

When Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it 
peace, Jehu?” And he answered, “What 
peace, so long as the harlotries of your 
mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are 
so many?” 

 

Harlots were widely perceived to be 
women who strayed from home. They would 
go about and engage in activities outside the 
home that were unbecoming of a godly 
woman. 

 

Proverbs 7:10-11 

And behold, a woman comes to meet 
him, dressed as a harlot and cunning of 
heart. She is boisterous and rebellious, 
her feet do not remain at home... 

 

A pattern of godly women being keepers 
at home is set forth by the apostles of Christ in 
the New Testament. 

 

Titus 2:1-5 

But as for you, speak the things which 
are proper for sound doctrine... the 
young women to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home, good, obedi-
ent to their own husbands, that the 
word of God may not be blasphemed. 

 

I Timothy 5:14 

I want younger widows to get married, 
bear children, keep house, and give 
the enemy no occasion for reproach... 

 

To a great many women today, the 
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thought of staying at home is a very unpleasant 
one. It conjures up images of extreme bore-
dom. This is partly a byproduct of changes that 
have occurred in the past century as women 
have exited the home en masse to pursue ca-
reers or employment elsewhere. The home has 
been rendered impotent, bereft of life and ac-
tivity, no longer serving as the center of family 
life as God intended. Women have conse-
quently lost the multitude of skills that were 
once the hallmark of the successful home-
maker. The chain has been broken whereby 
homemaking skills were passed on from 
mother to daughter, leaving many women to-
day with no idea of the character of that life 
their forebears knew. 

In the past few generations much of the 
labor that took place in the home has been ag-
glomerated. Whereas women used to make 
their own clothes at home, this work has been 
centralized into large textile manufacturers 
and clothing factories. Today the thought of 
“homespun” cloth strikes most as antiquated, 
yet women in relatively recent times used to 
use spindle and distaff to spin their own thread 
and yarn, to weave their own fabric, and to sew 
their own clothes. In the book of Proverbs we 
find mention of women engaged in this activ-
ity. 

Proverbs 31:10, 13, 19-22, 24 

An excellent wife, who can find? For her 
worth is far above jewels... She looks for 
wool and flax and works with her hands 
in delight. She stretches out her hands 
to the distaff, and her hands grasp the 
spindle. She extends her hand to the 
poor, and she stretches out her hands to 
the needy. She is not afraid of the snow 
for her household, for all her household 
are clothed with scarlet. She makes cov-
erings for herself; Her clothing is fine 
linen and purple. She makes linen gar-
ments and sells them, and supplies belts 
to the tradesmen. 

These words in Proverbs describe what 
would be termed a “cottage industry” today. 
Not only did the woman use her homemaking 
skills to clothe her own family, but she would 
earn money at home by skillfully crafting prod-
ucts to sell to others. Following is an image of a 
distaff and spindle. 

Clarke's Commentary explains the use of these 
items: 

"She gives an example of skill and in-
dustry to her household. She takes the 
distaff, that on which the wool or flax 
was rolled; and the spindle, that by 
twisting of which she twisted the thread 
with the right hand, while she held the 
distaff in the guard of the left arm, and 
drew down the thread with the fingers 
of the left hand. Allowing that spindle 
and distaff are proper translations of 
kishor, and pelech, this was their use, 
and the way in which they were used. 
The spindle and distaff are the most an-
cient of all the instruments used for 
spinning, or making thread. The spin-
ning-wheel superseded them in these 
countries; but still they were in consid-
erable use till spinning machinery su-
perseded both them and the spinning-
wheels in general." 
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The spinning wheel is a more recogniz-
able item for most people today, though for 
many its usage is as mysterious as the more 
ancient distaff and spindle. 

The Bible identifies the making of clothing as 
part of that work traditionally performed by 
the woman in the role of a homemaker. I am 
not suggesting that women today need to re-
turn to using the spindle and loom anymore 
than I would suggest they need to learn the art 
of candle making to light their homes. Electric-
ity serves very well for lights today. Neverthe-
less, it does reveal that those duties performed 
by the woman who was a keeper at home have 
been given over to others. 

 The change has been by degrees, but it 
has been accomplished with relative swiftness. 
Fabric and thread became readily available for 
purchase during the industrial revolution, 
making it no longer necessary for the woman 
to create everything from scratch. The sewing 
machine became the workhorse for the stay at 
home woman, and tens of millions of sewing 
machines were sold. Women prior to World 
War I worked outside the home in relatively 
small numbers, and those who did so were 
usually unmarried, and from the lower classes. 
Those women who could do so, chose to re-
main at home and they used the modern con-

venience of store bought cloth and a sewing 
machine to make garments for their families, 
and to sell or trade with others. 

 The Bible mentions food and clothing as 
two of the most basic needs of mankind, and 
women had key roles in both of these areas of 
life. 

 

Proverbs 31:14-16 

She is like merchant ships; She brings 
her food from afar. She rises also while 
it is still night and gives food to her 
household and portions to her maidens. 
She considers a field and buys it; From 
her earnings she plants a vineyard. 

 

These verses reveal the woman’s involve-
ment in every aspect of food preparation in the 
same way that she was involved in every aspect 
of manufacturing clothing for her household. 
The woman would choose a field, plant it, har-
vest the crops, and prepare wholesome and sa-
vory dishes for her family. The godly woman 
worked with her hands, and was not idle. 

 

Proverbs 31:27, 31 

She looks well to the ways of her house-
hold, and does not eat the bread of idle-
ness... Give her the product of her 
hands, and let her works praise her in 
the gates. 

 

As society has been changing, and 
women have abandoned the home to seek out-
side employment, that work formerly done by 
the woman has been delegated to others. 
Women have less time at home, so they look 
for shortcuts. They buy clothing already made 
for themselves and their families. If they do 
cook at home, they often purchase prepared, or 
partially prepared foods such as baked breads, 
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and Hamburger Helper. The nutritional value 
of these products is vastly deficient from those 
whole foods that were formerly prepared by 
women who were keepers at home. The result 
is seen in a myriad of health problems among 
family members. 

The nutritional value found in home 
baked breads that are made with freshly 
ground whole grains is vastly superior to the 
loaf of prepared bread one will find at the gro-
cery store. I know from personal experience 
that there is a lot to learn to educate oneself in 
the preparation of healthy, nutritious and sat-
isfying foods. I have discerned the difference in 
my own health as I have abandoned the Stan-
dard American Diet (SAD) and have returned 
to cooking my meals from scratch. I make my 
own soups, bake some of my own breads, and 
have eliminated the highly processed food-
stuffs that used to make up the bulk of my diet. 

Another realm of responsibility for the 
homemaker is providing healthcare. The 
woman has long been involved in acting as 
nurse and chief health proponent of the family. 
This is closely related to her role in food prepa-
ration. Hippocrates, the Greek physician from 
whom the Hippocratic oath is derived, said, 
“Let food be your medicine, and medicine be 
your food.” There is a wealth of naturopathic 
remedies for sickness and injuries. God has 
provided mankind with plants and herbs for 
healing. Women used to pass along this knowl-
edge from generation to generation. 

Many women have also abandoned child 
rearing. Many women are employed when they 
become pregnant, and take only a few weeks 
off from work after bearing their child. Chil-
dren are left in the care of daycare facilities, 
babysitters, or nannies while the mother works 
outside the home. The age in which children 
enter public school has been dropping as the 
government provides earlier programs for chil-
dren with kindergarten, and pre-kindergarten 
programs. The mother has given over the role 

of educating the children to hired 
“professionals,” and the results are tragic for 
both the parents and the children. It has ever 
been God’s order for parents to take personal 
responsibility for the training and education of 
their children. 

 

Proverbs 1:8 

Hear, my son, your father's instruction 
and do not forsake your mother's teach-
ing... 

 

Proverbs 6:20 

My son, observe the commandment of 
your father and do not forsake the 
teaching of your mother.... 

 

Proverbs 22:6 

Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it. 

 

Many parents have given over the aca-
demic education of their children to school 
systems, and have largely given their spiritual 
training into the hands of others as well. Many 
Christian parents take their children to Sunday 
School and church, and feel relieved of any fur-
ther responsibility for their children’s spiritual 
training. The deficiency in the lives of most 
young people in the church is readily apparent. 
There is no substitute for the parents bearing 
the responsibility themselves for their chil-
dren’s spiritual training. 

 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

“These words, which I am commanding 
you today, shall be on your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your sons 
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and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down and when 
you rise up.” 

 

Ephesians 6:4 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to 
anger, but bring them up in the disci-
pline and instruction of the Lord. 

 

Who can say how much the family has 
suffered by women abdicating their roles as the 
clothiers, nutritionists, educators, spiritual 
nurturers, and moral centers of their homes? 
When Paul wrote to Titus and Timothy and 
gave the instruction of the Lord that the 
women were to “keep house” and be “keepers 
at home,” these words encompassed a wealth 
of activities that would influence the family in 
profound ways in both natural and spiritual 
realms. It is little wonder that the older women 
were exhorted to instruct the younger in this 
calling. There was a great need for instruction 
and training from one generation to the next. 

 

Titus 2:1-5 

But as for you, speak the things which 
are proper for sound doctrine... the 
older women likewise, that they be rev-
erent in behavior, not slanderers, not 
given to much wine, teachers of good 
things - that they admonish the young 
women to love their husbands, to love 
their children, to be discreet, chaste, 
homemakers, good, obedient to their 
own husbands, that the word of God 
may not be blasphemed. 

 

Staying home was no idle occupation. To 
be a homemaker was a rich and fulfilling call-
ing. The opportunities for the woman at home 

were endless. For the woman who has an ac-
tive mind, and a love of learning, there is no 
reason that she should be left dissatisfied with 
the opportunities before her. To become 
knowledgeable and skillful at the art of home-
making is a lifelong endeavor. Learning to be a 
home nutritionist, to plan and prepare healthy, 
life promoting meals for one’s family, is some-
thing that many women have devoted years 
unto. Just the art of baking bread, or being a 
skilled seamstress, are areas in which a person 
may continually advance as their knowledge 
and skill increases. For the woman who would 
take on the healthcare of her family, the field 
of naturopathic medicine is vast. Learning the 
medicinal and health promoting value of 
herbs, plants, and natural remedies is an im-
mense field of learning. Great harm has been 
brought to millions of families as the children 
consume soda pop, loads of sugar, chemicals 
and heavily refined foods, and then are diag-
nosed as having an attention deficit disorder 
and are put on mind altering drugs like Ritalin. 
Do not women bear some responsibility for 
abandoning their role as the nutritional super-
visors of their homes? 

The church should be the chief guardian 
of the home, and of those God assigned family 
values and traditions. Yet, the church has given 
itself to the pursuit of the same passions and 
desires as the world. The family has been 
abandoned. The nuclear family, where life is 
centered in the home, has been neglected. In 
the time that families are home, the children 
are often playing video games, listening to 
worldly music, or the family is being mesmer-
ized by the television and Internet. The entire 
family is sick morally, spiritually, and physi-
cally. By one family member, the wife and 
mother, abandoning that calling God has given 
her, trading it for the allure of the world and a 
career outside the home, great devastation has 
resulted. 

(Please note that I believe men have 
equally transgressed, and bear even greater 
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responsibility in God’s eyes because of their 
position of headship. However, this book is 
written for the instruction and admonishment 
of the woman who aspires to godliness. She 
can do much to restore her family to spiritual 
and natural health by giving herself to appre-
hending and fulfilling the will of God for her 
life.) 

The Bible consistently reveals God’s pur-
pose for the woman as a homemaker. Even as 
the woman is absolutely vital to reproduction, 
for the man cannot bear children by himself, so 
too is the woman’s role in homemaking irre-
placeable. Man needs a helper. Yahweh de-
clared this to be true, and He fashioned the 
woman to be man’s helper. The title of “helper” 
seems inadequate to describe all the ways in 
which the woman renders assistance to man. 
All of mankind suffers when the woman fails to 
apprehend and fulfill Yahweh’s purpose for her 
life. May Yahweh raise up a remnant among 
women who will demonstrate a spirit of excel-
lence and zeal in seeking to fulfill the role for 
which they were created. 

Dare to be different. When the world is 
showing great scorn for the role of the home-
maker, let the godly woman by her attitude 
and example reveal the wisdom and blessing 
that results from embracing the role for which 
Yahweh created her. 
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Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from 
age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

 

And though this world, with dev-
ils filled, should threaten to 
undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath 
willed His truth to triumph 
through us; 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we 
tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, for lo, 
his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 

 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, a 
bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood of 
mortal ills prevailing: 

For still our ancient foe doth 
seek to work us woe; 

His craft and pow’r are great, 
and, armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength con-
fide, our striving would be los-
ing, 

Were not the right Man on our 
side, the Man of God’s own 
choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He; 

That word above all earthly 
pow’rs, no thanks to them, abi-
deth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him Who with us 
sideth; 

Let goods and kindred go, this 
mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: God’s 
truth abideth still, 

His kingdom is forever. 

 

Written by Martin  Luther, 1529 
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